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THE PROBLEMS AND THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF 

THE ADVENTIST INTERPRETATION OF DANIEL AND THE 

REVELATION 
 
A study of the historical background of prophetic interpretation within the Miller Movement which 

contributed to the Great Disappointment of 1843/44. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

As Adventists we have always had great interest in the historical background of our faith.  Where some points of 

our belief are concerned, we are not only content with highlighting  their accuracy  from a  Biblical point of 

view, we also like to show the historical coherence and developments.  We know that a few incorrect beliefs 

have crept into Christian thought throughout the years. Many of them, after a while, have led to a firm tradition 

or even to complete conviction, which was then vehemently defended.  No generation has been entirely 

untouched by such developments.   

 

We, ourselves, have some concrete examples of this in the history of our Adventist interpretation of prophecy.  

This must not be seen as being negative right from the outset.  We know that God did not reveal lost or 

unrecognized truths overnight.  He has also allowed great mistakes to be made over many generations, before 

people have been able to realize the real truth. All that has happened although the Holy Spirit has pointed the 

way through men like Luther, Zwingli, William Miller, etc... 

So that we do not succumb to such mistakes and in order that we can be freed from them once we have 

succumbed to them, a knowledge and a closer reflection of the historical background of the tradition and customs 

of a belief is very helpful. 

We believe that the truth is imparted to us progressively. However, this goes hand in hand with a constant 

willingness to analyse traditional beliefs and where necessary to dismiss them.    

 

In Dan 12:4 we are promised that at the end of time there will be an increase in knowledge, especially as far as a 

correct understanding of prophecy is concerned.  It is only possible to increase in knowledge personally if we are 

always prepared to examine old points of view to find out their true origin and whether or not they are truly 

correct. 

This increase in knowledge should not, however, cease with our Pioneers of 1844; it must and will go on, 

according to God’s Will, until the last events, indicated in the pictures of prophecy, are fulfilled. The final insight 

of a prophecy can only be fully understood when the events are being, or have already, been fulfilled.  A 

quotation from E.G. White supports these thoughts. 

 

“The light we have received upon the third angel’s message is the true light.  The mark of the beast is exactly 

what it has been proclaimed to be.  Not all in regard to this matter is yet understood, nor will it be understood 

until the rolling of the scroll; but a most solemn work is to be accomplished in our world.“  

 6T  17 

 

Over the last few years, in my personal study of prophecy,  I found myself confronted with the question of 

whether we have become encumbered with an interpretation of  prophecy and with certain points of view which 

we have simply accepted without much analysis or scrutinization. I have come across some information from the 

era of the Miller Movement which seems to confirm this suspicion.  This fact finally led me to conduct this study 

and submit it for critical examination. 

 

The final impetus an Austrian  conference for pastors in Bogenhofen in September 1992. We discussed, amongst 

other things, the 7 Trumpets and we came across a quotation from “The Great Controversy“ which, for many 

present, is a fundamental reason to hold firmly on to the traditional interpretation of the Trumpets.  It concerns 

E.G. White’s statement in connection with the Millerite interpretation of the 6th Trumpet. 
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A.) THE PROBLEM WITH E.G. WHITE’S STATEMENT ABOUT JOSIAH LITCH’S 

INTERPRETATION OF THE 6TH TRUMPET. 
 

Confirmation or an Account? 

 

The question on this place is, whether E.G. White confirms Josiah Litch’s  interpretation of the 6th Trumpet 

(1838) with her statement in The Great Controversy, or whether she simply describes the background of a part of  

those experiences which then led the Millerites to the Great Disappointment of 1843/44.  Firstly, let us take a 

look at the quotation concerned: 

 

“In the year 1840, another remarkable fulfillment of prophecy excited widespread interest.  Two years before, 

Josiah Litch, one of the leading ministers preaching the second advent, published an exposition of Revelation 9, 

predicting the fall of the Ottoman Empire, and specifying not only the day but the year when this would take 

place.  According to this exposition, which was purely a matter of calculation on the prophetic periods of  

Scripture, the Turkish government would surrender its independence on the eleventh day of August, 1840.  The 

prediction was widely published and thousands watched the course of events with eager interest.  At the very 

time specified, Turkey, through her ambassadors, accepted the protection of the allied powers of Europe, and 

thus placed herself  under the control of Christian nations. The event exactly fulfilled the prediction.  When it 

became known, multitudes were convinced of the correctness of the principles of prophetic interpretation 

adopted by Miller and his associates, and a wonderful impetus was given to the Advent Movement.  Men of 

learning and position united with Miller, both in preaching and publishing his views, and from 1840 to 1844 the 

work rapidly extended.“    GC 1888 p 334 - 335 

 

 

In my study of Revelation, especially the Trumpets, I have been repeatedly confronted with this quotation from 

E.G. White in which she apparently confirms Josiah Litch’s interpretation of Rev 9:14.  Here Josiah Litch said 

that the fall of the Ottoman Empire would take place on the 11th August 1840.  Since the result proved the 

prediction   accurate, according to the Millerites, and because it gave the Miller Movement great credibility as far 

as their prediction of Jesus’ second coming was concerned, the Pioneers remained true to this interpretation of 

the sixth Trumpet, even after the Great Disappointment of 1844. 

 

Because of this, many interpreters in our midst believe that we are bound to the Pioneers’ interpretation of the 

5th and 6th Trumpet. They believe that the 6th Trumpet was entirely fulfilled with the collapse of the Ottoman 

Empire and every attempt to perhaps interpret the Trumpet  otherwise, and also to put them in some kind of 

chronological order, would have to lead to failure because of the above mentioned quotation. 

 

 

As a few reflections and observations in my present study of the 7 Trumpets have led me in a different direction, 

I found it very necessary to examine E.G. White’s quotation more closely. 

 

Basically, I came to the conclusion, some time ago from now,  that E.G. White did not want to say that the 

prophecy of the 6th Trumpet was actually fulfilled when she stated  The event exactly  fulfilled the 

prediction...(GC; 335).  What she sureley wanted to say from this statement, is, that  “the predictions Josiah 

Litch“ made, as he had interpreted it, had been fulfilled. 

 

In my opinion, E.G. White merely describes the story of the Miller Movement in this passage of the Great 

Controversy and the story of this interpretation of Rev. 9:15 is also a part of that. 

 

Brother Olson, former Responsible of the E.G. White Estates also came to this conclusion in his booklet  “101 

Questions Posed to E.G. White about the Sanctuary p60 (Publisher - Saatkornverlag).  In this booklet, Brother 

Olson tries to disprove Desmond Ford’s claim that E.G.White erred in some points of Biblical interpretation. 

Ford believed that E.G. White was confirming Josiah Litch’s incorrect interpretation with this statement in GC, 

335.   Olson replied to him and wrote that  this passage cannot be seen as confirmation of the interpretation, but 

rather as an account of the event. 

 

The fact of the matter is that the Millerites became even more recognised through Litch’s interpretation and 

therefore they grew increasingly more convicted in their false expectation of Jesus’ coming.   
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In order to justify the reason why I am so convinced that E.G. White did not want to confirm Litch’s 

interpretation of the 6th Trumpet with this passage in the Great Controversy (pp334-335), I want to point out a 

few facts which may help us to solve this problem with E.G.White’s quotation. 

 

 

Where does the interpretation of Revelation 9:15 come from? 

 
Firstly, it is essential to know what Josiah Litch’s interpretation which he gave to the Millerites was founded 

upon.  The interpretation and chronological order .of the 6th Trumpet was very closely linked with the 

interpretation and duration of the fifth Trumpet. The calculation of the five months was the basis of this.  Litch 

calculated these five months according to the „year-day“ principle and he came up with the period 1299-1499. 

 

He stated that the 6th Trumpet would last 391 years.  He came to this conclusion again through the use of the 

year-day concept in the Revelation 9:15.  There  it states: 

And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month , and a year, for to 

slay the third part of men. (King James Version) 

 

Litch interpreted this as being a length of time and not as we would interpret it today, as a reference to 

an event from a specific moment in time.   

 

The time of Revelation 9:15 according to Josiah Litch’s interpretation. 

 

   4 angels loosed     Fall of  

   on Euphrates                Turkey 

1299   1449                11th Aug. 1840 

   I_____150 yrs______I_______________391 yrs_____________________I 

                5th Trumpet   6th Trumpet 

 
At first, I, as a simple Pastor, thought for a long time that this interpretation of Revelation 9:15’s „the hour, the 

day, the month and the year“ as a time period and not a moment in time, was  solely to the be credited to Josiah 

Litch.  I also believed that he was the first to calculate this time period as 391 years using the year-day concept 

and to come up with the dates 1449-1840.   It therefore surprised me when I found out that Miller himself arrived 

at the year 1839 using the same technique some years earlier.  He predicted that the fall of the Ottoman Empire 

would take place in this year.  (See Entstehung und Fortschritt????? p13 by J.N.Loughborough)  Later Miller 

also arrived at the year 1840. However, I have not yet found out whether he came to this conclusion himself, or 

whether he just assumed Litch’s application.  (SC, 124, 202, 227, 295 and Supplement p6) 

 

Apparently, Miller too was not alone with this interpretation, for he himself cites other commentators who were 

in full agreement with him. 

 

 

The Turkish-Ottoman Empire as a Sign of the Last Days; - Where does this Idea come from? 

 
The question can be asked whether the Miller Movement at this time were following a harboured traditional 

interpretation without analyzing it closer.  The fact is that Turkey’s campaign of conquests lead some interpreters 

of Revelation, from a very early stage, to see the fulfillment of the 5th and 6th Trumpet.   

 

It was Joachim von Floris, in 1191,  who associated the 6th Trumpet with the Mohamedans.  Beatus the Monk, 

however, had already associated the Saracens with the 5th Trumpet in the 8th to 9th century.  (See Table in 

Appendix)  These interpreters had not calculated a time for the 5th and 6th Trumpet. 

 

Remarkably, Catholic interpreters associated the Mohamedans with the 5th and 6th Trumpet.  Since Luther’s 

time, only Protestants have apparently represented this point of view (according to Froom).  (See Table PF IV, 

1125) 
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Martin Luther saw the Turks as being the early signs of the Last Days and loudly proclaimed that they would 

bring the end of the world and that the climax of political development which Daniel and Revelation 

symbolically portray would find their fulfillment.  Luther expected Turkey’s total downfall and the End, that is to 

say the Second Coming of Jesus, not in his lifetime as it is often depicted, but rather some 300 years later.   

 

In reference to this E G.White writes: „Martin Luther placed the judgment about three hundred years in the 

future from his day. But since 1798 the book of Daniel has been unsealed, knowledge of the prophecies has 

increased, and many have proclaimed the solemn message of the Judgment 

near.“  GC 1888 p 356 

 

Luther himself declared: I persuade myself verily, that the day of Judgment will not be absent full three 

hundred years. God will not, cannot, suffer this wicked world much longer." "The great day is drawing near in 

which the kingdom of abominations shall be overthrown." GC 1888-p.- 303 

 

This time had meantime passed by, but nevertheless the Millerites continued to hold on to the belief that the 

collapse of Turkey was imminent and was still a clear sign of the approaching End.  The Millerites still held 

firmly on to this tradition over 300 years after Luther’s death and were even more strengthened in this belief by 

Litch’s „prophecy“. 

 

 

However, the fact is, that a lot of what Miller said about the Turks, and not just that about the 6th Trumpet, but 

also what he said about the 6th Plague - the Euphrates, did not come true in the end.  History continued and 

today, hardly anyone talks seriously about the Turks being a sign of the Last Days anymore.  None of us would, 

today, associate them  with the „reports from the east“ in Daniel 11:44 or as being of any other end-time 

significance as the Millerites and also the Pioneers did before and even after 1844.  (The strongest supporter was 

Uriah Smith.)  For Miller before 1844, as well as for some of our Pioneers after this, the “Euphrates“ in the 6th 

Trumpet remained a symbol for the Ottoman Empire. 

 

 

Time for a Change to the “Euphrates“ in the 6th Trumpet in accordance with the 6th Plague. 

 
For some time now, we have already taken on a more universal point of view in our interpretation of the 

“Euphrates“.  (La Rondell’s book “Armageddon“).  Nonetheless, many of us are still desperately clinging on to 

the Ottoman interpretation.  I began to become more conscious of this myself on our study group at Bogenhofen.  

Most people hold on to this interpretation because of the quotation by Ellen G. White in the “Great Controversy“ 

pp 337-338. 

It has often been said that I am rejecting the Spirit of Prophecy if I do not accept this statement by E.G. White as 

confirmation of the interpretation of the 6th Trumpet.  Since I, however, believe that I also orientated my studies 

within the bearings of the Spirit of prophecy, I cannot allow myself to be put off by such accusations.  Basically, 

I do not believe that E.G. White wanted this statement to be seen as confirmation of the interpretation of the 6th 

Trumpet. Naturally, I need to have some good arguments to back this up and I would like to explain some of 

them. 

 

 

E.G.White’s and the Pioneers’ silence about the Millerites’ Errors. 
 

I have, of course, asked myself why E.G. White did not refute Litch’s interpretation if it was indeed an error.  

However, I have become aware that the Millerites made a lot of other mistakes in interpretation of Daniel and 

Revelation, which were, in my opinion, more important.  (I will point out such mistakes in this study.)  You 

would expect E.G.White to talk about these errors somewhere, but she does not.  Obviously, that was not her 

subject of concern. 

 

The sole error which E.G.White mentions and discusses  in connection with the Millerites is the wrong 

interpretation of “the earth as the Sanctuary“ as referred to in Dan. 8:13.  She clearly passes silently over all the 

other mistakes .  It sufficed that she replaced Miller’s old interpretation with a new and better one.   
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We see the same phenomenon with the Pioneers.  Although they, after 1844, arrived at a totally different 

conclusion of the interpretation of Daniel and especially Revelation, I have not yet found a piece of evidence 

which refutes and discusses the old errors.  They were also content with just replacing the old view point with a 

new one. 

 

 

Receptive to  New Light. 

 
It was not E.G. White’s style to argue at great length about mistaken interpretation, instead she simply laid down 

her view or interpretation.  She was always open to new light and new interpretations without long discussion of 

the old ones and without scrutinising them. 

 

I have been asking myself what the situation is like today when someone tries to analyse traditional 

interpretations and if necessary tries to change them?  Today, we are forced to analyse and refute old 

interpretations with good arguments other we would not be prepared to change them just like that.  Nowadays, it 

would not be enough just to bring out new points of views without discussing the old ones.  This is also one of 

the reasons for this study. 

 

E.G.White warned us not to believe that we should never surrender old perceptions of interpretations.  Here is 

the corresponding quotation: 

 

„We have many lessons to learn, and many, many to unlearn. God and heaven alone are infallible. Those who 

think that they will never have to give up a cherished view, never have occasion to change an opinion, will be 

disappointed. As long as we hold to our own ideas and opinions with determined persistency, we cannot have the 

unity for which Christ prayed.“  1SM -p. 37 

 
If we read and understand this quotation correctly, we must come to the conclusion that E.G.White leaves the 

possibility open and shows a willingness to forget a lot of what she herself had said, and what was said and 

believed by the contemporary Church and she wants to learn new things.  This statement is remarkable because it 

was not written during the years of 1844-1888.  It was written in 1892 at a time when the Pioneers were laying 

down the new fundaments of their beliefs and at a time when the prophetic interpretation of Daniel and the 

Revelation had already been clearly formulated.  For the most part, E.G.White had already given and written 

down her point of view in reference to the above mentioned. 

Because we know that she could not have been referring to the Fundamental Beliefs in her latter comment, I 

assume, (owing to another quotation which will follow) that she was referring to, above all, the prophetic 

interpretation   I am inclined to believe that it also concerned the Seal and the Trumpets in particular.  She seems 

to have said very little about this chapter whereas the Pioneers filled whole books about it. 
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Litch refutes his own interpretation of Rev.9:15 after the Great Disappointment. 
 

In my research I have discovered a reference in which Josiah Litch himself refuted his interpretation of Rev.9:15 

in 1873.  He said that this text does not point to a period of time but an exact point in time.  (“The Disappointed 

Roland Numbers“, Indiana Univ. Press.1987, p81) 

 

Litch refuted his own interpretation himself which could be a possible reason why E.G.White saw no further 

reason to refute it.  When Litch apparently discarded the year-day concept as well, this could have been a 

reaction of discouragement to his mistaken interpretation of this text to which he was at first so convicted.  This 

should not, however, be reason enough to judge his interpretation of Rev.9:15 as being correct.  Amongst the 

Millerite preachers, he was not the only one to be disappointed due to his own bias and attachment to traditional 

principles of interpretation and then who went in a completely different direction.  Was that not the case with 

many Jews and even some of the followers in the time of Jesus? 

 

It is also worth mentioning that E.G.White did not correct William Miller either who also expected, at first in 

1839 then in 1840, the fall of the Ottoman Empire and used it to substantiate his expectation of 1844. 

 

Above all, I want to demonstrate in this study that the Millerites not only erred in the event of 1844 owing to 

their misunderstanding of the Sanctuary which was to be cleansed again, but they also erred in many other parts 

of their interpretation of the prophecies in Daniel and the Revelation. 

 

 

A.) THE MILLERITES’ ERRORS IN THEIR INTERPRETATION  OF 

PROPHECY. 
 

I. THE MISTAKE OF 1844 - NOT ONLY A QUESTION OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Until now, I had thought that the mistaken interpretation of the earth as Sanctuary was the only problem which 

had caused the Millerites flounder.  Most Pastors and Church members and even teachers amongst us still believe 

that today.  Personally, I can no longer agree with this point of view. 

 

In my studies I have come across a number of interrelated themes which have quite clearly shown that the 

Millerites did not only err in their interpretation of the Sanctuary; this mistake was supported by certain 

interpretations of Daniel and the Revelation, which were full of errors.  

 

Today, I ask myself whether it was not this mistaken interpretation of the other images and texts in Daniel and 

the Revelation which contributed greatly to the Great Disappointment of 1844 and whether the question of the 

Sanctuary was only the tip of the iceberg?  I have also found out that Miller, before he calculated the 2300 

evenings and mornings and reached the year 1843, was already obviously totally convinced by the interpretation 

of the visions of Daniel and the Revelation that Jesus had to come in his lifetime.   

 

He also believed that all the events to which the prophecies pointed would have to be fulfilled in his lifetime.  

Because he was so convinced of this, the natural conclusion was naturally that the exact date of Christ’s return 

lay hidden in the exact calculation of the 2300 evenings and mornings (Dan 8:14).  His calculations brought 

Miller to the year 1843/44 and for him this was the certain date of Christ’s return.  That meant that everything 

which was prophesied in Daniel and Revelation for the time before Christ’s return, would have to be fulfilled 

before the Spring of 1843 and autumn 1844. 

 

That leads us to the question - What did Miller expect to happen before this time and in retrospect, what other 

mistakes must this have caused him to make? 

 

 

Miller’s Expectations of the Time before 1844 

 
Included in these were: 
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Dan 11: 40-45  The King of the North should fight his Last Day battle. 

Rev 7   The Sealing and the Release of the Winds should take place. 

Rev 9:13-21  The Fulfillment and the End of the Sixth Trumpet. 

Rev 10   The Angel and the Little Scroll should be fulfilled. 

Rev 11:15-19  The Fulfillment of the Seventh Trumpet. 

Rev 12:17  The War against the Rest. 

Rev 13:11-18  The Beast out of the Earth and the Image of the Beast would    

   have to be fulfilled. 

Rev 14:6-12  The Three Angels’ Message should be proclaimed world-wide. 

Rev 15   The End of Probation would come. 

Rev 16   The Fulfillment and the Pouring Out of the 7 Plagues. 

Rev 17   The Beast out of the Abyss and with it the last war against the    

   Remnant. 

 

Miller must have, accordingly, had an interpretation of Daniel and the Revelation which accommodated the fact 

that he believed that these events would all happen before 1843/44.  His interpretation of prophecy supported 

everything which he expected and predicted for 1844. 

 

As with all the above mentioned texts which had been wrongly interpreted by Miller, I would like to draw 

attention to the fact that his interpretation of Rev 9 and especially the sixth Trumpet which, at the end of the day, 

could not have been correct, played a great role in his calculation and expectation of 1844.  All that should have 

taken place between Aug. 1840 and Oct. 1844 according to his interpretation.  However, this was not the case. 

 

We then have to at least ask ourselves whether Miller therefore not only misinterpreted the 6th and 7th Trumpet 

(as far as the event and order of time is concerned), but also whether this was not also already the case with the 

preceding Trumpets; somehow he arrived at the Ottoman Empire and Islam by a certain chronological 

interpretation of the Trumpets. 

 

 

Was Miller uninfluenced in his interpretation of prophecy? 

 
At this point, I would like to re-emphasize that Miller, to a great extent, had adopted his interpretations from 

previous interpreters.  It is beyond my knowledge how thoroughly he really examined them.  He, himself, admits 

to this claim which I have raised.  Shortly after the Great Disappointment, on 10th Nov 1844, Miller wrote: 

 

“Although I have been disappointed twice , I am not depressed or discouraged... There was not a thought 

farther from my mind as that  to disturb our Church, Pastor or our religious editors neither did I wish to 

deviate from the best biblical commentators and rules which were recommended when studying the 

Scripture.“ (PF IV, 858) 

 

I was astonished by this statement and it forced me to come to certain conclusions.  We know that Miller 

renounced all commentaries and only used the Bible and a concordance to study the Bible.  This is outlined by 

E.G.White and others who write about his life and the beginning of his studies.  (GC, p323) 

 

However, it was not easy for Miller to remain totally uninfluenced by comments and contemporary 

interpretations.  As this study hopes to show, it was impossible for him to produce a totally neutral interpretation 

which supported solely by the Bible in the end.  Clearly he used other commentaries and tradition interpretations 

as support him in his later studies.  I believe we should recognize this as a warning signal in our present day 

dealings with the interpretation of prophecy. 

 

 

On what foundation is our present interpretation of Daniel and the Revelation built? 

 

If, up until now, we have only linked the error of 1844 with the problem of the Sanctuary, then I dare say this is a 

very superficial and imprecise way of looking at the whole story of the Disappointment of 1844! 
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That is why I ask myself whether we are not lying in danger of not having examined the errors and weaknesses of 

the fundaments of the Miller Movements interpretation on which we have built our interpretation of Daniel and 

the Revelation thoroughly enough.  It is vital that we devote our uttermost attention to this examination, 

especially since we all have noticed problems with our interpretations of prophecy in Revelation.  To this end, I 

would like to reveal that which I have already discovered.   

 

Firstly, we need to have a general overview of Miller’s interpretations and then we need to find out to what 

extent we have possibly come to a standstill by the very interpretations which proved to be disastrous for the 

Millerites.   

 

Beforehand, I would like to explain that a lot of what I am going to here demonstrate was completely new to me 

and that during the time of my studies these things were never pointed out.  I also want to say that to date I do not 

know of any Adventist literature specializing in the errors of the Miller Movement’s errors in their interpretation 

of prophecy.  However, I hope that I may yet be made aware of such possible existing material during the writing 

of this study. 

 

I would like to now present an account of the interpretations of Daniel and the Revelation as given by Miller and 

his comrades.  I will refer to the already mentioned book written by Miller himself, which surely came into my 

hands through an act of Divine Providence.  Further information is taken from Froom’s books, (The Prophetic 

Faith of our Fathers) and other sources which I will name more precisely. 

 

Before I show concrete weaknesses and errors in the Millerites’ interpretation of Daniel and the Revelation, I 

would like to particularly emphasize that I never have the intention to condemn the Millerites or to criticize them 

destructively.  For I, as did E.G.White, believe that despite everything God has led this Movement from the very 

beginning.  However, we should not forget that God has never given a single generation His whole Light.  

Therefore we must always be receptive and prepared for increasing Light and understanding of prophecy, and 

also prepared to correct the mistaken opinions of our forefathers and when necessary to let go of them. 

 

Bearing this in mind, we now want to take a close look at Miller’s interpretation of the visions in Daniel.  At the 

same time, we want to look at the true and deeper background to the Great Disappointment of 1844 and learn a 

lesson about our own Biblical interpretation and especially that of Daniel and the Revelation.  We should become 

aware of the fundamental mistakes which the Millerites made in prophetic interpretation.  Following this, we 

need to pay particular attention to the extent to which we have recognized and erased these errors.   

 

We also should consider what caused the Jews to reject Jesus. 

 

 

Parallels to the Time of Jesus’ 1st Coming. 
 

What was the main reason why the Jews did not accept or recognize Jesus as the Messiah and instead rejected 

him?  It was not primarily due to theological error; it was error in their interpretation of prophecy!  They had 

been moulded by traditional, personal and human illusions and interpretations of Old Testament prophecies!  

Because of this they could no longer recognize the true significance of the prophecies.  Even the disciples had 

great problems in trying to rid themselves of such traditions.  Thus, Jesus could not protect them from a bitter 

disappointment. 

 

If we look at the Miller Movement in more detail, we will see the same phenomena. 

 

If we want to look into the Miller Movement’s errors then let us start with a very surprising discovery, which 

astounded and amazed me.  It is to do with the way Miller came to the year 1844.  I had always thought that 

Miller had only erred in his calculation of the 2300 evenings and mornings, and even then, not in the calculation 

itself but in the event which he predicted. 

 

The majority of Adventists also believe this.  Not many know that Miller not only came to this date by the 2300 

evenings and mornings, but also by 8 other calculations of time. 
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II. THE ERRORS IN THE EVENT AND THE CALCULATIONS OF 1844. 
 

I. The calculation of the 2300 evenings and mornings. 
 

Most Adventists know that Miller was mistaken in his understanding of the “earth“ in Dan. 8:14.  The 

calculation of the 2300 evenings and morning was in itself not incorrect, for we believe that even today.  This is a 

rough picture of the calculation: 

 

 

Command to rebuild    Cleansing of the Sanctuary = Earth 

Jerusalem (Ezra 6:14 + 7, 8)   Second Coming expected 

 

 457 BC      1843/44 

   I __________ 2300 evenings + mornings________ I 

           = Year 

 

 

Some of us are no longer totally convinced of this method of calculation.  Many have cast a doubt on the use of 

the year-day concept in the interpretation of the 2300 evenings and mornings.  They also believe that the Little 

Horn in Daniel 8 does not refer to the papacy; it refers to Antiochus Epiphanes. 

 

Miller’s mistake was not that he believed that the papacy was being alluded to in Daniel 8 neither was his 

calculation or chronology of the 2300 evenings and mornings in itself incorrect.  His mistake was not the 

interpretation of the event at the beginning of the 2300 days.  Miller’s error was his interpretation of the end 

event, that is “the reconsecration of the Sanctuary“! 

 

The Millerites thought that the Sanctuary mentioned in this text referred to the earth.  God had originally created 

a pure earth, therefore a pure sanctuary.  Through sin, however, the sanctuary was sullied.  But the Millerites 

were not the only ones to interpret this text in this way.  This was the general view of the text in this era. 

After the 2300 evenings and mornings, the earth was to be cleansed from sin and sinners.  And that, thought the 

Millerites, could only be done with the Second Coming of Christ.  Therefore, if you worked out the exact date of 

the 2300 days, the precise date of Christ’s coming could be predicted. 

 

The reason for the Disappointment lies therefore not in the calculation; it lies in an incorrect interpretation of 

the event to which the prophecy was pointing.  An incorrect interpretation of prophecy coupled with an incorrect 

theological picture of events thus played a great part in the Great Disappointment!  The Millerites were tied to 

tradition in what was seemingly an unimportant issue, and this proved to be disastrous for thousands of 

believers! 

 

But was the only error really in their calculation of time in prophecy?  Was Miller’s only error in his calculation 

of the 2300 evenings and mornings?  This was not the only method Miller used to arrive at the years 1843/44.  

He also used Dan 12:8-12. 

 

2. The three periods of time in Daniel 12:8-12 

 

Miller calculated the three different prophetic times of Dan.12 as follows: 

 

Beginning of Papacy     Deadly Wound 

 

 538 AD              1798 

   I ______3.5 times  = 1260 days _________________ I 

 

 Baptism of Emperor Chlotwig     Deadly Wound 

 Substitution of Priesthood     Pope caught 
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 Daily Sacrifice abolished 

 

 

 508 AD            1798 

   I _____________ 1290 days __________________ I 

 

 Baptism of Emperor Chlotwig     Cleansing of the Sanctuary 

 Substitution of Priesthood     Second Coming expected 

 Daily Sacrifice abolished 

 

 

 508 AD         1843/44 

   I _____________ 1335 days __________________ I 

 

 

Is this calculation correct?  The events at the beginning of the three prophetic phrases are correct.  The events 

at the end of the 1260 and the 1290 days are also correct.  But the error is in the event at the end of the 1335 

days!  This is what we believe as Adventists, today. 

 

The abolishment of the daily sacrifice mentioned in Dan.12:11 is interpreted in connection with Dan.8:10-14.  

There it states that the „ Little Horn“ would take away the daily sacrifice from the „Prince of the host“ and the 

place of the sanctuary would be desolated.  Miller interpreted this as meaning the introduction of a substitute 

priesthood by the Catholic Church.  Priests were to be intercessors between God and man to forgive sins, etc. 

 

Dan.12:11 talks about the period when is is supposed to happen.  Miller linked this with the year 508 AD and 

worked out the 1290 and respectively the 1335 years from there and with that he arrived at the years 1843/44. 

 

Miller linked the year 508 AD with the conversion Chlotwig, King of the Franks. His conversion led to the 

world-wide spread of the Catholic Church with its false priesthood.   

In Dan.12:12 it states: Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1335 days!!!  The 

Millerites believed that this could only be referring to the Second Coming of Christ.  Thus if you could work out 

the end of the 1335 days then you would know the date of Jesus’ Coming. 

 

Miller had not erred in his calculation in principle - we still use the same method of calculation today.  His 

mistake was the interpretation of the end event.  Yet, there was still another method which Miller used to arrive 

at 1843/44. 

 

 

3. Nebuchadnezzar’s 7 times from Daniel 4 

 

Interestingly enough Miller used a third and for me astonishing method to arrive at 1844.  The Jehovah 

Witnesses later used this same method to arrive at the year 1914.  This method being through the calculation of 

Dan.4. 

 

How do the Jehovah Witnesses explain their belief today that Jesus invisibly came back again in 1914  and since 

then he has began to rule in heaven.? 

 

Zedekiah’s Capture      First World War 

 

 606 BC   7 times × 360 days   1914 

  I ___________________ 2520 years _____________________ I 

 

 

Before 1914, the Jehovah Witnesses predicted the literal and visual Coming of Christ.  When he did not come 

they interpreted that to mean He came in an invisible form! 
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Miller and others before him had already used the same calculation to arrive at the year 1843/44.  Unlike the 

Jehovah Witnesses he did not begin his calculation with the year 606 BC when Zedikiah was captured.  Miller 

started at the year 677 BC.  Miller believed that it was in this year that King Manasseh  was taken prisoner by the 

Babylonians.  (2 Chron 33:11) 

 

Miller believed this to be the start of the suppression of God’s people by the ruling powers.  He interpreted these 

7 times to mean 2520 years, the time of the heathens, at the end of which God’s Kingdom would begin.
1
 

 

Jesus’ Second Coming would then end the rule of the heathen power. 

 

Mannasseh’s Capture      Second Coming  

by Nebuchadnezzar 

 

 677 BC          7 times         1843/44 

  I ___________________ 2520 years _____________________ I 

 

Up until now, I had always been used to arguing with the Jehovah Witnesses about their arbitrary calculation of 

1914, insisting how ridiculous it was to interpret and use  Nebuchadnezzar’s seven times.  I had always thought 

that it was Russell (Co.-founder of the Jehovah Witnesses) who had come up with the idea.  I was astounded 

when I found that Miller had used the very same method of calculation.  The only difference was he calculated 

the 2520 years as being the period between 677 BC and 1843.  (A more precise explanation can be found in the 

book  “Second Coming“, pp 261-263) 

 

Miller was not the first to use this method of calculation either and neither was he the only one!  A long time 

before him, Protestant interpreters had used Nebuchadnezzar’s 7 times in the same way, albeit for various 

recordings in history.  We see that here Miller also adopted this tradition from others. 

 

Miller made a threefold error 

 

1. The use of time: The 7 times have no prophetic significance.  They were already fulfilled in the 7 years of 

Nebuchadnezzar.  (Dan 4:25,30) 

 

2. The event at the beginning of the 7 times:  The text in Dan.4 does not indicate a historical event in prophecy 

from which the 7 times (2520 years) should be calculated.   

 

3. The event at the end of the 7 times: Dan 4 does not indicate an end time event which should take place after 

7 times. 

 

For these reasons we as Adventists did not take on this interpretation of Dan.4!  Oddly enough the Jehovah 

Witnesses have chosen to keep this very prophecy of the 7 times and have refuted the interpretation of the 2300 

evenings and mornings! 

 

Our Pioneers made the right decision in discarding this interpretation of the 7 times and in holding on to the 2300 

evenings and morning as well as the 1290 and 1335 years.  The question is do Adventists know what to do with 

these interpretations after 150 years?  

 

Miller came to the year 1843 by using the 2300 evenings and mornings but also by interpreting the 7 times in this 

manner. 

 

Konrad Müller lists 9 methods in total which Miller used to arrive at 1843/44.
2
  I do not however want to go into 

in great detail in this study.  Because Miller used this interpretation, the Great Disappointment was an almost 

certainty. 

 

                                                           
1
 The Early History of the Seventh-day Adventists     K. Müller p 40 

2
 The Early History of the Seventh-day Adventists    .K. Müller p 40 
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Let us take a look at Miller’s interpretation of the visions in Daniel which he had already made in 1830. 
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III.  MILLERS INTERPRETATION OF DANIEL’S  VISIONS 

 
I do not intend to discuss every detail of Miller’s interpretation.  My aim is to simply give an informative 

summary and to restrict my comments to the most important errors and to subsequently interpret them.. 

 

 

Daniel 2 

 

Babylon M. Persia Greece Rome Europe SC-Jesus 

    until 1798 1844 

 

 

Daniel 7 

 

Babylon M. Persia Greece Rome Papacy SC-Jesus 

   until 538 until 1798 1844 

 

 

Daniel 8 

 

 M. Persia Greece Rome Papacy SC-Jesus 

   until 538 until 1798 1844 

 

 

 

Daniel 11  (SC, 101-114) 

 

 M. Persia Greece, 

Diadochi &. 

Maccabees 

Rome Papacy SC-Jesus 

   until 538 until 1798 1844 

 

 

 

The interpretation of Daniel 11:40-45 looked like this: 

 

King of the North until 1798 Papacy 

  

King of the North after 1798 until 1815 Napoleon 

  

King of the North after 1840 until 1843/44 Papacy 

  

Reports from the East Ottoman Empire 

 

 

We can see that the basic interpretation of the visions was correct.  The error lay in the chronological order of the 

role and development of the papacy from 1798. 

 

Miller interpreted Daniel’s vision to mean the papacy after the third and fourth kingdom.  However, after 1798 

the papacy would prove to no longer have as much power.  Between 1798 and 1840 he predicted a time of repose 

for the papacy because God would be holding back the winds. 
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From 1798 the 4 angels were holding back the 4 winds, which Miller interpreted as meaning: 

 

1st wind = the papacy 

2nd wind = Islam 

3rd wind = the heathen nations 

4th wind = the atheist principles and philosophies of the West (SC pp 185, 186) 

 

From 1840 after the fall of the Ottoman Empire, Miller at first expected the release of the winds, in which time 

the papacy would become a great power again and would begin its last battle against the Remnant.  So from 

1840, from the fall of the Ottoman Empire up until 1843/44 violent wars, lawlessness and anarchy would be rife 

on the earth.  Everything would be turned upside down until it came to the last battle of Armageddon.  But 

1843/44 would bring the Second Coming and all this chaos and „great sorrow“ would be brought to an end.  (SC 

pp185,186) 

 

After the 3 ½ times in Daniel 7, that is from 1798, he expected the judgment of the Little Horn.  Because of his 

view of Dan.8:14 he expected this to happen at first after spring, then later after the autumn of 1843 and then on 

Oct. 22nd 1844. 

 

Clearly, Miller had held this opinion of the 4 kingdoms  and of the papacy even before he had worked out the 

2300 evenings and mornings precisely.  This is why he was even more convinced that the Second Coming had to 

take place in 1843/44.  (Closer investigation in this area would be appreciated.) 

 

From this evidence we can clearly see that the error of 1844 was greatly supported by an imprecise interpretation 

of Daniel’s visions and therefore was bound to happen.  Miller had kept to already existing interpretations 

possibly without examining them to establish their viability. 

 

 

 

IV. THE MILLERITES TIE TO TRADITION 

 
In reference to this topic, what Froom said generally about the way the Millerites handled the old, existing 

interpretations is remarkable.   

 

“It is therefore to be logically concluded that the basic positions on prophecy held by the Millerites were not in 

any sense original with them.  Nor were they revolutionary or fanciful innovations, but they stood in the line 

of that honoured and respected company of predecessors of high standing and orthodoxy in the various 

historic communions.“  (PF IV p 847) 

 

“In all this there was marked similarity to the antecedent Old World Advent Awakening (Europe) and with 

many of the great expositors of the pre-Reformation and the post-Reformation periods, as well as in the early 

Church prior to the blackout of interpretation.  (PF IV p 849) 

 

“And here again we must conclude that the Millerites were not visionary innovators or heretics in exposition.  

Rather they held and proclaimed  most orthodox exposition on the Revelation extant.  Their teachings should 

therefore be evaluated in the light of their  conformity to the soundest canons of interpretation built up over 

the centuries.  By such a criterion, they are eminently sound and sane, and historically orthodox in exposition 

of the Revelation.  (PF IV p 851) 

 

  

Even though Froom is very positive about the Millerites choice to simply stick to partly centuries old 

interpretations and build their interpretations upon these, I have to ask myself whether it was really so healthy or 

correct to hold on to this aged interpretations without examining them thoroughly.  I, by no means, want to 

condemn the Millerites, because I still believe that God led this Movement and allowed the Disappointment to 

occur in order to test and refine, as it had been predicted in Dan.12:10. 
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After coming to the realisation that an imprecise interpretation of prophecy, as well as the tie to unexamined 

traditional opinions, led to this error, the proper thing to do would be to take a closer look at the old traditional 

interpretations which we hold on until today.  Maybe this is the very reason for our present difficulties in 

interpretation and it may also be an aid and the key to a better understanding. 

 

 

 

Do we have to adhere to age-old principles of interpretation? 

 

Today, we must allow interpretations of Daniel and the Revelation which were already in existence between 1 

000 and 1 500 years ago to be examined.  I cannot imagine that an interpreter in the 3rd and 4th centuries could 

have been so precise in his interpretation of the events of history in Revelation that we have to adhere to them.  I 

am thinking about Viktorinus von Pettau in particular, who in 304 AD, according to M.Böttcher, had apparently 

already drawn up the recapitulation concept
3
.  (M. Böttcher .  “Weg und Ziel der Gemeinde Gottes“) 

 

More in depth studies have since then shown that it was not Viktorinus von Pettau but Tychonius in 380 AD 

who was first named to use this concept.
4
 

 

Bearing this in mind, I would like to qualify and investigate the Millerites’ treatment of the interpretations which 

were already in existence in their times. 

 

A few statements by E.G.White also encouraged me to do this study.  God himself showed her that it is 

absolutely necessary, if we want to find out the whole Truth, to free ourselves totally from human customs and 

traditions of interpretation. 

 

 

The necessity to be free from traditions 

 

In connection with the Great Disappointment, E.G.White said the following: 

 

„I inquired the cause of this change. Said my accompanying angel, "They are again disappointed in their 

expectations. Jesus cannot yet come to earth. They must endure greater trials for His sake. They must give up 

errors and traditions received from men and turn wholly to God and His Word. They must be purified, made 

white, and tried. Those who endure that bitter trial will obtain an eternal victory." EW 243 

 

E.G.White here noticeably writes of errors and traditions in the plural.  She even went as far to say that she saw 

these mistakes and traditions, to which the Millerites still held, as being the reason why Jesus could not yet 

come!  A tie to tradition - the reason for Christ’s delay in coming!?!  Could that still be the case today?  This is a 

thrilling question which we ought to examine more closely!  I have also made my own study of this! 

                                                           
3
The recapitulation concept states that the visions of the 7 Churches, the 7 Seals and also the 7 trumpets each describe various 

events which can be ordered from the time of the early Christians to the Second Coming. 
4
 This was shown in Arnold Zwahlen’s thesis for his M.A. in Religion at Newbold College: The History of the Recapitulation  

Principle in the interpretation of the 7 Seals and 7 Trumpets. p 8.  German Tranlslation by Kurt Pisslinger August 1994 for 

the study circle studying the Revelation in Bogenhofen (Austria) 
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To follow on from there, let us take a look at another quotation from E.G.White in connection with the Millerites 

traditions and errors: 

 

„I saw that these waiting ones were not yet tried as they must be. They were not free from errors. And I saw the 

mercy and goodness of God in sending a warning to the people of the earth, and repeated messages to lead them 

to a diligent searching of heart, and study of the Scriptures, that they might divest themselves of errors which 

have been handed down from the heathen and papists. Through these messages God has been bringing out His 

people where He can work for them in greater power, and where they can keep all His commandments“  EW 62-

23 

 

To add to that here is another quotation worth considering: 

 

Not all who proclaimed the first and the second angel's message are to give the third, even after they fully 

embrace it, for some have been in so many errors and delusions that they can but just save their own souls, and if 

they undertake to guide others, they will be the means of overthrowing them. But I saw that some who have 

formerly run deep into fanaticism would be the first now to run before God sends them, before they are purified 

from their past errors; having error mixed with the truth, they would feed the flock of God with it, and if they 

were suffered to go on, the flock would become sickly, and distraction and death would follow. I saw that they 

would have to be sifted and sifted, until they were freed from all errors, or they could never enter the kingdom.“  

EW 62-63 

 

 

Appeal for a renewed study of Daniel and the Revelation 

 

Considering the thoughts which I have drawn upon so far, it is not all too surprising that E.G.White, in so many 

different places, calls for an intensive study of Daniel and the Revelation. She states: 

 

„There is need of a much closer study of the word of God; especially should Daniel and the Revelation have 

attention as never before in the history of our work.“ TM 112 

„When we as a people understand what this book means to us, there will be seen among us a great revival.“ TM 

113 

„When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will have an entirely different 

religious experience.“ TM 114 

„Study Revelation in connection with Daniel, for history will be repeated. . . . We, with all our religious 

advantages, ought to know far more today than we do know.“ TM 116 

 

This request only makes sense if not all knowledge of the interpretation had been available in her time and if 

some things had not yet been interpreted correctly. 

 

In view of these comments by E.G.White, I have been asking myself for quite some time now whether this 

advice,  or rather warning, still holds true for us today.  Could it be that our Pioneers recognized and eliminated 

the error of the Sanctuary, and other theological mistakes, but what if there had been other errors and traditions 

to eliminate in connection with prophetic symbols and the interpretation thereof? 

 

Let us now turn to Miller’s interpretation of Revelation.  I am convinced that the interpretation of Revelation was 

a vital reason for the Great Disappointment of 1844.  Miller adopted some ideas from others in this area, too.  

Although they proved to be errors, we have also adopted many of these questionable fundaments of traditional 

interpretations, maybe too uncritically, today. 
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V. THE INTERPRETATION OF THE REVELATION AS DEPICTED BY 

MILLER BEFORE 1844. 

I would like to limit myself to a rough description of the individual texts.  Firstly, let us take a look at the 

interpretation of the symbol of the Beast from chapter 12 onwards and  come to some conclusions.  Then we will 

turn to a subject which is for me especially important - “the visions of 7“. 

 

REVELATION 12  (SC, 205-218) 
 

The dragon  pagan Rome from 158 BC. - 508 AD. (666 years) 

   papal Rome from 508 BC - 1798 AD. (1290 years) 

   peaceful period for the Church from 1798 - 1839/40 

   political und religious Rome from 1839/40 - 1844 

 

In this last phase of the dragon, Miller saw the “battle against the Remnant“ in America. and also led by America.  

(SC, 213) 

 

Miller interpreted the number 666 to be the “number of a person’s year“ and accordingly the number of the year 

of the rule of old pagan Rome.  Miller therefore linked this figure with the beast out of the sea in Revelation 13.  

(SC, 83) 

 

REVELATION 13 (SC, 76-85) 

 

The Beast out of the Sea was pagan Rome from 158 BC. - 508 AD (666 years) 

    Miller linked this Beast with the Beast out of the    

    Abyss from Revelation 17 and with the 4th Beast from    

    Dan.7.  He did not interpret this to mean the     

    papacy (he equated the papacy with the 7th head    

    which was wounded). 

 

The Beast out of the Earth Miller called it the image beast. 

    He believed it was papal Rome from 508 - 1798 (1290 years). 

    He saw this as being the Little Horn in Dan.7. 

    Miller did not recognize America as being the Prophecy of this   

    2nd Beast. 

 

The Image of the Beast Miller did not see the Image of the Beast as a power of    

    its own, which would be formed at the end of time.  He    

    connected it with the 2nd Beast  from Rev. 13.    

    He believed the papacy from 508-1798 (1290 years)     

    But he did not recognize that the time where no one    

    could buy or sell as something which would happen in    

    the future.  He connected this with the persecution which   

    had already taken place in the Middle Ages. 

 

From 1798 - 1839/40  He spoke of a peaceful time for the Church when people would    

   no longer be persecuted.  From 1840 he expected the complete    

   collapse of the Ottoman Empire. 

 

From 1798 - 1843  He worked out that there would be 45 years for the Last Day developments. (SC,  

   113+114) 
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Between 1798 and 1843 the following events should take place: 

 

  Holding back of the Winds    1798 - 1840 

  Increase in Knowledge     1798 - 1840 

  The Sealing      1798 - 1840 

  3 Angels’ Message     1798 - 1840 

 

  End of the 6th Trumpet    1840 

  Release of the 4 Winds     1840 

  Fall of the Ottoman Empire    1840 - 1843/44 

  Wars and Anarchy     1840 - 1843/44 

  War against the Remnant (Rev.12:17)   1840 - 1843/44 

  Start of the 7th Trumpet and 7th Plague   1840 - 1843/44 

  Time of Great Sorrow     1840 - 1843/44 

  Armageddon and SC-Jesus    1840 - 1843/44 

 

Pay particular attention to the important role played by the  year 1840 in Miller’s interpretation! We will later 

look at the significance of this in more detail.. 

 

We can see how many events Miller connected to the 1839/40. Although this list of events up till 1840 did not 

happen the Millerites still believed that Jesus would come in 1844.  I have not yet found out the reason for this, 

but somehow they must have found another explanation from 1840 onwards. 

 

The above depiction shows that Miller believed the 6th Trumpet was the start of the Last Days  Therefore that 

would mean that the end of the 6th Trumpet would bring the very last events before the Second Coming.   

 

Although this was not fulfilled, I still maintain that Miller had recognized the principle of the 6th Trumpet 

correctly in his interpretation.  

 

How did he interpret the other visions in Revelation? 

 

REVELATION 14:6-12 
 

He interpreted the time for the proclamation of the 3 Angels’ Message as being between 1798 and 1843/44. 

Miller believed this was fulfilled particularly in 1833-1844 when he proclaimed the Message. 

 

REVELATION 15:5-8 
 

Interestingly enough is that Miller did not interpret the temple being filled with smoke from the glory of God as 

being a symbol for the end of probation.  

REVELATION 16:13 (SC, 213, 225+226) 
 

The Dragon    The pagan nations of Rome 

The Beast    Papal Rome 

The false Prophet   Islam 

Miller did not yet recognize that Protestantism was the false Prophet. 

 

REVELATION 17 
 

The Beast out of the Abyss and the 10 Horns. 
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The Beast  Pagan Rome from 158 BC. - 508 AD. (666 years) 

Miller found a parallel to the 1st Beast in Rev.13 and to the 4th 

Beast in Dan.7 

 

The Prostitute  Papal or civil Rome from 538 - 1798 (1260 years) 

Parallels to the Little Horn from Dan.7 

 

The 10 Kings  The Nations which convert to Catholicism. Along with the Beast 

they will make war against the Lamb again (a sin). 

Miller expected this in the time from 1840 - 1844  

(SC, 80, 276) 

 

The 7 Heads  5 have fallen:                             = 5 forms of government in Rome 

One is (= the 6th.)                     = Rome at John’s time 

The 7th has not yet come.        = The Papacy 

 

He does not seem to have found a meaning for the "Eighth". 

 

Hate towards the  

Prostitute 

 Miller believed that this prophecy had already been fulfilled.  

Because of Napoleon’s hostility towards the Papacy, the nations 

of Europe became unfaithful to the Pope. In 1798 the Pope was 

imprisoned and neither King nor Emperor executed the popes 

commands. (SC, 87) 

 

 

 

It is also necessary to take a deeper look at this interpretation of Rev. 17 to see how far we still hold on to these 

mistaken interpretations today. 

 

Do we need a new interpretation of Revelation 17? 

 

The fact that Miller interpreted the Beast as the pagan/political power in Rome and the Prostitute as Rome’s 

religious power, but yet saw them as two separate events in time is characteristic of his uncertainty. 

 

Later on the Pioneers interpreted the Beast with the seven heads as, on the one hand, the city of Rome which is 

literally built on 7 hills and is the home of the seat of the Papacy.  On the other hand, they interpreted the 7 heads 

as being 7 kings who were also linked with the 5 forms of government.  Furthermore they believed that the 6th 

was Rome at the time of John and the 7th head was the Papacy. 

 

The Beast was also believed to be the Papacy in the era of the Middle Ages.  The Pioneers also believed the 

Prostitute to be an image for the Papacy which would link up with the State in the end.  If we view it in this way, 

we can see that we have very much stuck to Miller’s interpretation, although this was also a part of the mistaken 

interpretation which led to the Great Disappointment. 

 

Some interpreters among us still use this as a basis.  For example, they still see the 5 fallen heads as being the 5 

different forms of government in Rome.  For them, this Beast equals the political side of Rome and the Prostitute 

is the religious side (the Church) - albeit happening at the same time.  (As opposed to Miller who separated the 

two as mentioned earlier.) 

 

How can the Beast and the 10 Kings hate the Prostitute in the end, if the Beast is also the Prostitute?  According 

to this interpretation, that would mean that the Vatican would hate the Church. 

Summary 

 
We can see that Miller had already made mistakes in his interpretation of the visions of the Beasts as far as the 

1st and 2nd beasts in Rev 13 and 17 are concerned and particularly in the chronological order of the Beasts.  He 
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viewed the majority of the prophecy as already fulfilled before 1798 and that only left a few things to be fulfilled.  

This view confirmed and supported his commitment that Christ’s Second Coming would take place in 1843/44. 

 
The question remains - to what extent have we founded our present expositions on the imprecise interpretations 

which Miller made at that time?  Should we not seek a clearer foundation and a more secure interpretation? 

 

A brief overview of Miller’s interpretation of other chapters in Revelation follows: 

 

REVELATION 19 
 

Jesus comes again and defeats the angry nations in the Battle of Armageddon. 

 

REVELATION 20 
 

Miller believed that the 1000 years would take place after Jesus’ Second Coming, as opposed to the Protestants 

view at that time.  They believed that the 1 000 year reign would happen before the conclusive Second Coming.  

Miller thought that the first resurrection would occur at the Second Coming and the second would happen after 

the 1000 years. 

 

REVELATION 21+22 
 

New Jerusalem and new creation.  Miller was certainly correct in his interpretation of this chapter.  

 

Let us now take a look at the four visions of seven. 

 

 

 

 



SENU14 – Historic background                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     28 

 

VI.  THE VISIONS ABOUT THE 7 CHURCHES, 7 SEALS, 7 TROMPETS AND 7 PLAGUES OF 

REVELATION, AS INTERPRETED BY MILLER BEFORE 1844. 

Firstly, we have to remember that Miller interpreted these visions believing that Jesus would come in 1843/44.  It 

is only logical that if he based his interpretation on the wrong footing  initially the whole basis of the 

interpretation cannot be correct in certain areas. 

 

How did Miller interpret the four sevens? 

 
THE 7 CHURCHES (SC, 127-160) 

 

Ephesus Smyrna Pergamum Thyatira Sardis Philadelphia Laodicea 

       

1st century. 2nd -4th 

century 

312 - 538 6th-10th 

century 

10th-16th 

century. 

16th century. - 

1798 

1798 - 1843/44 

       

Early 

Church 

Persecution State 

Church 

Breaking 

away 

Persecution 

Reformation 

Revival Remnant Church 

 

Here we can see that Miller thought that the last Church would come before 1844.  We interpret the other 

Churches in the same way Miller did.  We have merely counted the seventh Church as being from 1844 and 

correctly said that this will be until the Coming of Christ. 

 

As far as the interpretations of the 7 Seals and the 7 Trumpets go Miller had, to a great extent, adopted them from 

other interpreters and passed these on.  This is an important key to the cause of the Great Disappointment of 

1843/44. 

THE 7 SEALS (SC, 177-189) 
 

Seals 1-4 

 

1st Seal 2nd Seal 3rd Seal 4th Seal 

    

White Horse Red Horse Black Horse Pale horse 

    

Early Church Persecuted Church Breaking Away Persecution 

    

1st century. 2nd - 4th century. 312 - 538 538 - 1700 

 

 

5th Seal  (SC, 183) 6th Seal (SC, 184) 7th Seal 

 

The Souls under the Altar 

 

Earthquake, Sun turning black and 

Moon turning red, Stars falling out 

of heaven, sky receding 

 

Silence in heaven  

 

Persecution that came to peace  

(1700 - 1798) 

  

Jesus’ Second Coming 
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Miller interpreted the 6th Seal as being merely symbolic and spiritual. 

 

Earthquake  French Revolution from about 1790 

 

Darkening of Sun  

and Moon 

 Sun - a symbol for Kings and Rulers 

Moon - a symbol for queens 

Miller saw this fulfillment in the Kings’ loss of power in Europe 

through the French Revolution. 

Falling of the stars and the 

sky receding 

 Miller believed this to be fulfilled in through the elimination of all laws 

and government in France through the Revolution 

 

Every mountain and Island 

removed from its place 

 For Miller this was fulfilled in the disappearance of large and small 

governments. 

All governments were enhanced on a legal basis through the French 

Revolution. 

 

Calling for the rocks and the 

mountains to fall on them and 

hide them from His face. 

 Miller read this as being the fleeing of the European Kings from their 

homes after 1798. 

(This can all be read in Miller’s "Second Coming", S. 184+185)    

 

Miller’s view of the 6th Seal was not bad for his time.  Most of his contemporaries believed that the 

events were literal:  1750 - earthquake in Lisbon, 1780 - the darkening of the sun and moon and 1833 - the falling of 

the stars.  (PF IV, 289, 300-305) 

 

Through Miller’s portrayal of the 6th Seal, everyone must have believed that the time had arrived for the 

One to come who sat on the Throne and this would have to be 1843/44. Miller then linked this event to the 7th Seal. 

 

Miller believed the Second Coming was already portrayed in the 6th Seal.  So he claimed that the 6th Seal was 

not completely open.  Before this could happen the four winds had to be held back.  He interpreted this as being 

in the time between 1810 and 1840 where he saw relative peace in the New as well as the Old World.  The 

Papacy could no longer hinder the spread of the Bible and the missionaries to the extent they had done 

previously.  And in general there was peace among the nations. 

 

 

Miller saw the 4 Winds as follows: 

 

1st Wind   The Papacy 

2nd Wind   The Mohamedans 

3rd Wind   The Heathen Nations 

4th Wind   The “atheist principles of the West“ 

 

These Winds according to Miller would be held back in the time around 1815 (after Napoleon’s conquer and the 

wars).  This had to be the case so that the spread of evangelism and with it the last work of the Sealing of the 144 

000 would not be hindered.  (SC, 114, 108) 

 

Miller expected the release of the Winds to take place in 1839/40 when all the forces of the earth, which had 

been held back, would begin their last deed of destruction.  Then, however, the last Seal would be opened.  (SC, 

109) 

 

I have not yet found out how Miller dealt with this prediction after 1840 when it obviously did not occur as he 

had said it would have. 
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The 7 Seals 

 

Because Miller had such a strict chronological ordering of the Seals and owing to the way he interpreted them, he 

was left with no other option than to link the 7th Seal with the Second Coming.  The only event which he linked 

to the 7th Seal was the “silence in heaven for half an hour“.  Miller interpreted this with a few concrete examples 

which, in my opinion, only had to with the silence here on earth. 

 

He connected this silence with the fact that everyone on earth who had previously spoken loudly against God and 

His people would be brought to silence with the Second Coming of Jesus.  (SC, 188, 189) 

 

Summary 

 
I now want to pose the question - to want extent did this strange manner of interpreting the Seals, in particular 

the 6th and 7th Seals, cause the Great Disappointment? 

It is astonishing that in Miller’s interpretation of the Seals, Trumpets and Plagues that he predicted that the 7th 

Trumpet and even the 7th Plague would occur from 1839/40 and said they would happen over a period of 4 years 

(from 1840 - 1844).  He did not view the 7th Seal as being a time period as he did the Trumpets and Plagues and 

the other six Seals.  He saw it as an exact point in time, that it the Second Coming.   

 

We do the very same in our interpretation today, although this method was obviously the backbone of the Great 

Disappointment.  In our interpretation after 1844, we also link each Seal with a length of time. However, as in the 

days of the Pioneers and as was the case with Miller, we still see the 7th Seal as a certain event - the Coming of 

Christ. 

 

Modern Adventist interpreters are now inclined to link the 7th Seal with a longer period of time.  They interpret 

it as the time of the Second Coming through to the 1000 years.  I asked myself whether this can really be a 

possible  interpretation of the 7th Seal.  For up until now we have never interpreted the 7th Church or the 7th 

Trumpet or the 7th Plague past the Second Coming.  Why should this now be the case with the 7 Seals?  

Especially as the vision of the Seals come before those of the Trumpets and Plagues!  I believe that we have to 

find an interpretation of the 7th Seal which makes more sense. 

 

Clearly, Miller allowed himself to be strongly led by a principle of interpretation which had a long tradition.  

This traditional interpretation stated that the 7 Seals were unique events which ran through the various ages 

chronologically.  Therefore Miller linked the Seals with unique historical events which happened one after the 

other.  Each Seal only lasted a certain time  and the next one followed after it. 

Since he thought that the event of the 6th Seal would happen and come to an end in his time, and since the 7th 

Seal, according to the traditional understanding of the recapitulation theory only portrayed the silence in heaven, 

there was no other choice than to equate the 7th Seal with the immediate Coming of Christ.  That fitted very well 

with their expectation of Christ’s return in 1843/44. 

 
Miller had held on to the old traditions of interpretation once again, which did not see the Seals as a continuous 

event in history, but limited by time. 

 

We have again to ask ourselves, to what extent we are still at this point even after this time? 

 

If Miller had not interpreted the 7th Seal as being the Second Coming, but as a period in time in which not only 

the silence in heaven but also the 7th Trumpet could be expected the Great Disappointment would never have 

happened.  In this case, Miller should have used an interpretation which some of his contemporaries had already 

began to use - the Sychronisation Concept. 

 

This principle would have allowed him to see the 7th Seal as the last time period before the Second Coming 

growing out of the 7th Trumpet.  However, the so-called Recapitulation concept proved to be his greatest 

hindrance.  Miller had made this long harboured interpretation principle his own.  In retrospect, I would like to 

put forward the claim that this concept proved to be the Millerites undoing. 
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VII. THE PROBLEM OF THE „RECAPITULATION PRINCIPLE“ IN 

MILLER’S INTERPRETATION 

 

 

We must note that Miller was very dependent on the so-called “recapitulation concept“ when he was 

interpreting the Revelation.  According to a paper written by a Swiss Pastor, Arnold Zwahlen, this concept was 

used for the first time by Tychonius in 380 AD and since then predominantly used by the majority of interpreters 

before Miller.
 5

  Is it possible tthat this very theory was partly at fault in such misinterpretations and finally in the 

Disappointment of 1844? 

 

For if Miller had taken a more critical approach to this principle before using it, I think that there would have 

been more protection from this Disappointment.  I am fully aware of the challenging nature of this claim.  

However, after long study and deliberation this is my conclusion and I would like to put forward my reasons. 

 

Had Miller not viewed the Trumpets as being a separate vision which was to be seen as running parallel with the 

7 Churches and Seals in history, but rather as events which belonged in the time of the 7 Seals, he would have 

been spared of setting the date 1844. 

 

This would correspond more with the Sychronisation Principle which had been and is used by many 

interpreters of the Revelation both past and present.  This is the theme of the above-mentioned work by A. 

Zwahlen, who studied this question for his M.A. at Newbold.   

 

Had Miller used the sychronisation rather than the recapitulation concept in his interpretation of the Trumpets 

and Plagues, he would not have been able to interpret the 7th Seal as the point in time, of Jesus’ Second Coming 

in 1844.  He would have had to view it as the last,period of time before the Second Coming.  It would have been 

the time of the last Sealing through the proclamation of the three angels’ message.  The 7th Seal would not have 

been the moment of judgment, but the beginning of the time of judgment.  For if each Seal is a period of time 

why should the 7th Seal be any different? 

 

He would have been able to keep the date 1844 but not in the expectation of Christ’s return.  He should have seen 

this as being the time of the 7 Trumpets which would begin with the opening of the 7th Seal.  The 7th Seal alone 

would bring the end of probation and from this would come the Plagues.  Then with the 7 Plagues, they being the 

end of the 7th Trumpet, Jesus would come bringing an end to the 7th Church and the 7th Seal.  All four visions 

of seven are ended with Christ’s Return. 

 

There follows a description of this possible explanation of the Seals, Trumpets and Plagues! 

                                                           
5
 The History of the Recapitulation Principle in the Interpretation of the7 Seals and the 7 Trumpets by Arnold Zwahlen.  

Newbold College, Bracknell, Berkshire. 
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In order to have reached this concluding interpretation, Miller should not have stopped at Daniel 8:1 in his 

interpretation of the Seals.  He should have seen verses 2-6 as belonging to the 7th Seal.  If he had done so, the 

vision of the 7 Trumpets would not have been interpreted recapulatively; it would have been viewed as the time 

period of the 7 Seals from the 1844 onwards.  That would have meant that a century-old theory of exposition, 

namely the„recapitulation concept, would have been broken“, but maybe the Great Disaappointment of 1844 

would never have taken place. 

 

We know, however, that the Millerites did not recognize this error in the interpretation of the Trumpets, Seals 

and Plagues.  As I have tried to indicate, the Millerites’ mistake was not just that they misinterpreted the 

Sanctuary; there was also a lot in Daniel and the Revelation which they did not fully comprehend. 

 

Therefore, it is high time that we start to take a closer look at these mistakes which the Millerites made.  This 

certainly would be of help in attaining a clearer understanding of Daniel and the Revelation. 

 

The question is then raised as to whether we have the courage to question and analyse a 1600 year old concept, 

and when necessary to come away from a man-devised exposition system.  It could be the case that we are 

trapped in a questionable concept of interpretation of our own today, and this could be the reason why we find it 

so difficult to come to an agreement. 

 

 

The interpretation of the 7 Seals  - a reason for the Disappointment. 
 

This study has led me to believe that Miller erred in his interpretation of the Seals, in particular in the 

interpretation of the 6th and 7th Seals.  He erred  not only content-wise, but also in the timing and structure. 

 

This leads to the question as to whether the other Seals should be newly interpreted too.  The fact is that, inspite 

of Miller’s errors we have only revised and re-interpreted the 6th Seal.  The other Seals have been left as Miller 

interpreted them, although these interpretations clearly had something to do with the Disappointment.   

 

It is very informative to find out from whom Miller adopted his interpretations at that time and to which times we 

owe our interpretation theories.  (See Froom’s table in the Appendix.) 

 

Maybe we have to discover that we ourselves are following old traditions of interpretation without testing them, 

with the aid of the Bible, for ourselves.  This study is meant to be a further encouraging push in the right 

direction. 

 

Personally, I believe that Miller’s misinterpretations of the 7th Seal was a reason for the Great Disappointment.  

Therefore, I believe it is that much more important that our basis for interpretation is scrutinized.  (I have done a 

study on this for discussion - Order under the number “U7“ from the author of this study.) 

 

Now we want to turn to the 7 Trumpets.  I am convinced that the misinterpretation of this, along with the 

misinterpretation of the Sanctuary, was a vital reason for the great Disappointment.   
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VIII.  THE 7 TRUMPETS IN MILLERS’ INTERPETATION 
 

The interpretation of the 7 Trumpets in Brief  (SC, 115-126) 

 

1st Trumpet. 2nd 

Trumpet. 

3rd Trumpet 4th Trumpet 5th Trumpet 6th Trumpet. 7th Trumpet 

70 AD 3rd - 5th 

Century. 

5th - 6th 

Century 

6th Century 1299- 1449 1449 - 1840 1840 - 1844 

Destruction 

of 

Jerusalem 

 

. 

Fall  

of  

West Rome 

 

 

 

Fall  

of  

East Rome 

 

 

 

Abolishment  

of  

Paganism 

 

Rise 

of 

Islam  

 

150 years 

Ottoman 

Empire 

 

 

391 years 

Fall of  

the 

Turks and. 

Islam. 

Armagedon 

       

            11.Aug. 

            1840 

 

A more precise description of the 7 Trumpets according to Miller: 

 

1st Trumpet Annihilation and dispensation of the Jews. (Jerusalems destruction 70 AD.) 

Maxwell in "God Cares" interprets this Trumpet in like manner. I had previously been 

unaware that Miller had already used the same explanation. 

 

2nd Trumpet Fall of the Roman Empire 4th - 5th Century. 

 

3rd Trumpet Fall of the Asiatic Kingdom 

 

4th Trumpet The taking away of pagan rites and ceremonies from the 4th - 5th Century. 

 

5th Trumpet Rise of  Islam - Spread through the Saracens 

 

Miller interpreted the 5 months as being from 1298 - 1448 (150 years) 

Later he changed the dates to 1299 - 1449, as J. Litch also did. 

I have not yet found evidence as to whether he corrected this himself or whether he 

adopted Litch’s calculation in 1838.  He seems to have merely used differrent 

historiography to allow him to arrive at 1298 instead of 1299.  Otherwise he calculated 

the 391 years in exactly the same way as Litch. 

 

6th Trumpet The Ottoman Conquest of 1448 - 1839.  He also corrected these dates later to 1449 - 

1840. 

Miller had predicted that the Fall of the Ottoman Empire would happen in 1839/40 - 

some years before Litch’s prediction.; I had been ignorant of this up until now.. 

 

7th Trumpet Fall of the Ottoman Empire - (drying out of the River Euphrates).  Preparation for 

Armageddon and the Second Coming of Jesus - (political unrest) 

At the same time the proclamation will come to an end. ("The mystery of God is 

accomplished" - Rev.10:7) 
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Miller saw the fulfillment of the 1st - 4th Trumpets in pagan Rome and the fulfillment of the last three in the time 

of papal Rome.  He believed that the 5th - 7th Trumpets were the means by which the last Powers, spoke about in 

prophecy, would be destroyed.  As far as the last three Trumpets are concerned, he saw them as being a sign for 

the 3 woes, the last of which he connected with the time of distress (Dan 12), which would begin in 1840. 

 

According to my present understanding of the Trumpets, Miller correctly recognized an exposition concept in his 

interpretation of the 5th and 6th Trumpet which should be adopted today.   

 

According to his interpretation the end of the 6th Trumpet would bring the end of world history.  (Miller did not 

yet realise that there would be an end to probation shortly before the Second Coming of Christ!)   

 

Miller thought that the 7th Trumpet would be the beginning of the time of great distress.  The mystery of God 

(Rev 10:7) would be accomplished, the evangelical proclamation would come to an end, the earthly kingdoms 

would be handed over to Jesus, the World Empire would be destroyed, power would be taken away from the 

Beast and the dead in Christ would rise.  Miller expected all of these to take place with the 7th Trumpet.  The 7th 

Trumpet was for him identical with the 3rd woe and would also take place at the same time! 

 

Although not all of the above events happened, I believe that his basic interpretation of the 7th Trumpet is correct 

in that it will happen shortly before the Second Coming.  We have now shifted the 7th Trumpet from the time of 

probabtion, from 1844  - now a period of 150 years.  That would mean that we have been living in the time of the 

3rd woe since 1844.  This interpretation does not coincide with my understanding of a last woe!. 

 

The 3rd woe can, in my opinion, only mean the time of the last 7 Plagues.  This would mean that the 7th Trumpet 

would also cover the short time of the 7 Plagues (the time of great distress).   

 

If Miller was alive today, I believe that he would look to the future for the fulfillment of the 6th and 7th 

Trumpets according to his basic understanding of the Revelation.   

 

However, as we have noted, he based all his expectations firstly, on a traditional interpretation principle of the 7 

Churches, 7 Seals and the 7 Trumpets and secondly, on a long age-old traditional view and calculation of the two 

dates in the 5th and 6th Trumpets. 

 

 

The Origin of the Calculation of time in the 5th and 6th Trumpets. 

 

The 5 months of the 5th Trumpet in Rev. 9:5,10 was first calculated as being 150 years by Joachim von Floss in 

1191, according to Froom’s research and it seems that a finger was first pointed at the Saracens in 1586 by John 

Foxe .  That was some 700 and 300 years respectively, before Miller.  (See Table in Appendix!) 

 

John Foxe involved the Turks in the 6th Trumpet for the first time in 1585.  He calculated the 391 or 396 years 

as the time mentioned in the 6th Trumpet, “this very hour and day and month and year“ (Rev 9:15) using the 

“year-day principle“.  This was also 300 years before Miller and Litch! (Sere Table in Appendix!) 

 

When we consider that these interpreters naturally tried to interpret the Revelation to fit the circumstances of 

their times, it is understandable that they did not search for fulfillment thereof in the future.  Therefore, we have 

to ask ourselves whether we should stick to these interpretations and principles of interpretation, which led to 

such consequences. 

 

We should also think about the fact that over 100 interpreters, before the time of Miller and Litch, thought that 

the 391 or 396 years would happen during the time of the Turks and 20 different periods were mentioned, none 

of which actually happenend.  John Foxe (1586), the first interpreter, interpreted the time of the 6th Trumpet as 

being 522 years from 1051 - 1573.  Froom’s table does not betray how he came to this conclusion. 

 

There follows a few other interpreters and the dates which they connected with the 6th Trumpet.  The dates come 

from Froom’s table which is supplied in the Appendix. 

 

 



SENU14 – Historic background                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     35 

 

The Calculation of the 391 or 396 years in the 6th Seal 

        

        YEARS 

Sir John Napier in 1593   1300  -  1696   = 396  

     1057  -  1453   = 391  

     1063  -  1453      = 391  

     1169  -  1552   = 383  

     1258  -  1649   = 391  

     1281  -  1672   = 391  

     1299  -  1690   = 391  

     1376  -  1777   = 391  

     1327  -  1713   = 396  

Witthaker  in 1795   1453  -  1844   = 391  

William Miller from 1833  1448  - 1839   = 391   

 

Josiah Litch    from 1838          1449  -  1840   = 391  

 
Litch was the first to interpret the dates as being between 1449 and 1840.  However, everything that the 

Millerites had proclaimed would happen between 1840 and 1844 did not occur, but they still expected Jesus to 

come in 1844. 

 

The 6th Trumpet as a point of Reference for the whole end-time visions. 

 
On close analysis of Miller’s interpretation we can clearly see that his interpretation of the 6th Trumpet was a 

determining influence on the complete interpretation of Daniel and the Revelation.  For through the calculation 

of the 391 years as 1449-1840, he came to the conclusion that all the end time visions in Daniel and the 

Revelation had to be connected with 1840. 

 

In Daniel that especially concerns: 

 

The Little Horn in chapters 7&8  

The King of the North in chapter11:40-45.  

 

In Revelation: 

 

Thee Vision of the Angel with the Little Scroll in chapter10 

The Beast out of the Abyss in chapter 11 

The Dragon in his War against the Rest in chapter 12:17 

The two Beasts in chapter13 

The 3 Angels in chapter 14 

The  7 Plagues in chapter 16  

The Dragon, the Beast and the False Prophet in chapter 16:13  

The Beast in his last battle with the Lamb and the Hosts in chapter 17.  
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These were all to be fulfilled from 1840 

 

Miller also interpreted the “visions of seven“ (7Churches, 7 Seals, 7 Trumpets and 7 Plagues) in view of the end 

of the 6th Trumpet. 

 

We can see that Miller’s interpretation of Daniel and the Revelation had been shaped and defined by his 

view of the Turks. 

 

Because he viewed the 391 years in Rev 9:15 as a period of time rather than a specific point in time for a future 

event, his whole attention was focused on the year 1839/40 and by doing this all the other weak points in his 

interpretation were no longer recognized.   

 

So many things which he predicted would happen in 1840 have not happened, except the fall of the Ottoman 

Empire and we need to at least ask ourselves whether we it is still sensible to hold on to his interpretation of the 

6th Trumpet.  The whole story of the Great Disappointment should be enough evidence that something was not 

quite right. 

 

We should not overlook the fact that his interpretation of the 6th and the 7th Trumpet were very closely 

connected to his interpretation of the 1st - 4th Trumpet.  In these he saw the preceding political events in the 

Roman Empire.  Since the events of the 5th, 6th and 7th Trumpets did not occur as Miller had interpreted them 

we have to at least suppose that the interpretation of the first 4 Trumpets also must have had a faulty base and if  

that is the case, should be abandoned. 

 

 

The Historical Process of the 7thTrumpet. 
 

At this point, I would like to make you aware of a strange fact which I came across after more precise study of 

the table about the history of interpretation as described by Froom.  The table shows in the 8th - 9th Century, that 

Beatus the Monk was the first to relate the Saracens to the 5th Trumpet . 

 

200 years later , Joachim von Floris (1491) was the first to interpret Islam as being the event in 6th Trumpet.  It 

was 500 years later in 1631 that Joseph Mede interpreted the 1st to 4th Trumpets as being connected with the 

Barbarians. 

 

This strange development of the history of expositions should make us stop and consider the whole system of this 

interpretation.  For it seems very improbable that an interpretation of the 5th and 6th Trumpets could first be 

found and then centuries later the correct interpretation of the 1st to 4th Trumpets. 

 

This way of interpretation would be the same as if we, in the 10th - 13th century, had first known that the Little 

Horn in Dan. 7 meant the papacy, and then 500 years later, we found out that the lion, bear , leopard and the 

terrifying Beast were the 4 preceding world empires -Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece and Rome. 

 

This manner of interpretation is, in my opinion, unhealthy; but it is exactly this system of interpretation which 

underlies our present interpretation of the 7 Trumpets! 

 

 

When can a prophecy be recognized as being correctly interpreted? 
 

In general, we can, at the latest, believe that the prophecy has been correctly interpreted, when the prophecy is in 

the process of being, or has already been, fulfilled. This principle is in agreement with Jesus’ words in John 

14:29: “I have told you now before this happens, so that when it does happen you will believe“ 

 

Most of our correct interpretations of prophecy have substantiated this point.  We did not have to wait, for 

example, until the Middle Ages to see what was meant by the lion, the bear, the leopard and the terrifying Beast 

in Daniel 2 and 7.  Those who know the history of the interpretation of the prophecies will know that at the very 

latest, the respective prophetical periods were recognized as being fulfilled when each empire took over. 

 



SENU14 – Historic background                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     37 

 

So, it must have also been possible in the interpretation of the Trumpets, provided that the Trumpets were to 

portray, parallel to the Seals, the historical sequence of events up until the Second Coming of Christ.  If that was 

the case, we would also have to think the same today.  However, the fact that, the study group at the General 

Conference could not come to a precise conclusion for the events of the 1st to 6th Trumpets indicates that the 

historical interpretation which we have had to date cannot be correct! 

 

However, that could also be a sign that the historical events which are really connected with the 7th Trumpet had 

not happened in the time of the Pioneers and Miller?!  Could it be that we should be looking for and expecting 

these events in our time? 

 

 

The Problem with the 1st Trumpet 
 

At this point in time, I would like to draw your attention with a further problem with the current interpretation of 

the Trumpets.  Since 1985, Maxwell, in his book “God Cares“ has once again interpreted the 1st Trumpet as 

Miller had done before him, namely, the destruction of Jerusalem.  Up until now, I have not met a pastor or 

teacher who has known that Miller had already interpreted this Trumpet in the same manner.  It is also 

remarkable that Froom, in his table about Miller’s first four interpretations gives no mention of it.   

 

It seems that Miller was the only one to have come up with this interpretation amongst all the other Millerites.  

The others thought that the first four Trumpets were an indication of the collapse of West and East Rome by the 

Barbarians.  (See table in the Appendix) 

 

I therefore ask myself whether Maxwell, as he wrote his book about the Revelation, knew that Miller had already 

interpreted the first Trumpet as being the symbol for the destruction of Jerusalem?  If not, I would like to draw 

his attention to this point.  Maxwell did not impart anything new with this interpretation, he brought us only back 

to a foundation of interpretation in our history which was already once the road to disaster. 

 

I could not understand, that if the first Trompet was really a prophecy pointing to the destruction of Jerusalem by 

the Romains, why it would not have been possible to know that in the early christian time? We always say that a 

prophecy could at latest be right understood, when the event, to which the prophet points to, is fulfilled. Must it 

not be strange to us, that in the case of the first Trompet, we only would find out the right interpretation 1900 

after the event? Should they not have realized this straight after receiving Revelation?   

 

Why didn’t any of the other interpreters before Miller or any of the interpreters during the Reformation come to 

this conclusion?  Is it not strange that this very interpretation of the first and even all seven Trumpets has to be 

continually revised?  And even today, we seem still not to know what they really mean - even inspite of the many 

attempts to find the correct method of interpretation! 

 

Could it be that we are blocking the way of the correct historical interpretation by the restrictions of our methods 

and principles of interpretations?  Was this not often one of our past problems?  Weren’t the Millerites also 

caught in this very same trap?  We want to expand on this point further. 

 

Personally, I am now convinced that the historical events which the Trumpets symbolised are only to be found 

after 1844, but still bevor the beginning of the seven Plagues. (Detailed studies are available.) 

 

 

The Origin and the Age of the Recapitulation Principle 

 

We discovered similar conditions in the use and discovery of the “recapitulation principle“ as a means of 

interpreting Revelation as we did in the interpretation of the Trumpets.  According to Froom’s information and 

tables, Viktorinus von Pettau apparently did not yet have a concrete interpretation, as regards content, of the 7 

Trumpets, when he wrote his comment about the Revelation in 304.   

 

Regarding the texts about the Trumpets, he does not seem to have found a concrete interpretation and historical 

application of the 7 Trumpets.  However, he believed that the 7 Trumpets, 7 Churches and 7 Seals had to run 

parallel with each other.  With this concept in mind, he laid down a direction and structure of interpretation as 
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well as a crude chronological order of the historical sequencing of the Trumpets, although he had no idea which 

historical events were being referred to with each individual Trumpet.  I ask myself whether that can be a healthy 

method of interpreting prophecy! 

 

When we recognize this I have to wonder whether we have to stick by such principles of interpretation today? 

 

Viktorinus von Pettau and Tychonius could not have known that world history would go on for almost another 

2000 years.  They thought that all the events mentioned in Revelation would take place very early in history.  

They certainly could not have foreseen that the Trumpets could have possibly been fulfilled in the distant future.  

For, if they had done so, they would have needed to find a different way of interpreting Revelation.  Just because 

the recapitulation theory can be used to interpret the 7 Churches and even also the 7 Seals, it does not 

automatically mean that the Trumpets and Plagues have to be interpreted in this manner. 

 

Viktorinus von Pettau and Tychonius and all the interpreters over the centuries who followed them did not know 

about the whole new stage in the history of salvation and the history of this world.  They knew nothing of the 

investigative judgment which only began from 1844.  It is hard to imagine that this event could leave the 

whole interpretation and structure of Revelation unaffected! 

 

We therefore have to expect that the interpreters of the past, who had not recognized the decisive point of the 

prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation from 1844 would never have been able to come to a definite and correct 

interpretation of Revelation.  I therefore plead that we do not become trapped into using the same principles 

which came out of an age, where neither the time of the investigative judgment nor the event itself was taken into 

consideration. 

 

 

The Danger of new Structures and Principles of Interpretation. 
 

I also want to avoid the danger of creating new structures and frameworks of time for Revelation before we are 

absolutely clear about the true and the correct interpretation of the individual visions of prophecy.  Personally, I 

believe that the creation of a correct structure of the Revelation can and should not happen independently of the 

correct interpretation of the individual visions.  In my opinion, the correct biblical/theological interpretation of 

the images and symbols are an absolute prerequisite for the right chronology and structuring of the visions in 

Revelation. 

 

For example, we can only put Revelation 5 in the correct historical and structural order when it is firstly made 

clear, beyond a doubt, whether it is about the ascension of Christ or about the investigative judgment.  In the 

same way, we will also have to interpret Revelation 17 and the individual symbols correctly in order to be able to 

put the events in the correct order as far as the timing is concerned.  That in turn will allow us to put the whole 

chapter in order.  It is possible that some modern interpreters cannot follow my way of thinking; however I would 

like to at least draw their attention to it. 

 

In summary, I would like to say that with such a basis of traditional interpretation as Miller had it,  

disappointment was unavoidable.  In retrospect we should be able to learn a lesson from this and we should have 

the courage to examine our foundation of interpretation staunchly.  I do not believe that we have a good reason to 

further build on these foundations.  I would like to confirm this statement after taking a quick look at the 

Millerites’ interpretation of the 7 Plagues. 

 

 

 

IX. THE 7 PLAGUES IN MILLER’S INTERPRETATION 

 

Strangely enough, Miller viewed the 7 Plagues as being in the past rather than at the end of time.  Here, he also 

followed traditional patterns of interpretation.  (PF IV, 319) 

 

His interpretation of the Plagues is as follows: 

 



SENU14 – Historic background                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     39 

 

1st Plague From 1529, when Luther, Calvin and others preached against the Papacy and the people 

started to realize what kind of "sores and wounds“ the Papacy caused through its false 

teaching to those who were subservient. 

 

2nd Plague From 1572 (Massacre of St. Bartholomew): the  Massacre of the Huguenotes . The 

blood flowed into the stronghold of Catholism in France.  

A peculiar application of the trial of the Beast! 

 

3rd Plague From about 1630, when Spain, Portugal, France, England, Germany and Sweden, (the 

old Catholic Empires) who shed the innocent blood of the Protestants, were entangled in 

terrible wars. 

 

4th Plague The time of the Enlightenment when godless men started to contradict the Word of  God 

and expressed the intention to bring an end to Christianity. 

Another peculiar interpretation of the Plague! 

 

5th Plague From 1798 through the deposition of the King by Napoleon. 

 

6th Plague The Fall of the Turks through the wars with Russia, Greece, Georgia, Albania etc. 

For Miller this meant the drying up of the Euphrates. 

 

7th Plague Armagedon from 1840, the conclusive fall of the Turks and the triggering off a 

worldwide conflicts.  Worldwide anarchy would rule and in the end (1843/44) Jesus 

would come again. 

 
 

The danger of the Spiritualization of the interpretation of the Plagues and Trumpets. 
 

We can see that Miller spiritualized the Plagues to a great extent.  In the first four Plagues he interpreted the 

earth, sea, streams and fountains of water and the sun not literally but symbolically as he had done with the 

Trumpets.  However he takes the blood in the 3rd and 4th Plagues literally.  He however did not expect the 

nature to be destroyed.  He did not read the Plagues as being destruction of creation; instead he saw them as 

being the destruction of and damage of the human spirit and soule.  If he had at least seen a connection between 

the first four Plagues and the literal destruction of the earth, sea, freshwater and the atmosphere, he would not 

have been able to expect Jesus’ Second Coming in his lifetime, because at that time such damage was unheard of 

and unthinkable. 

 

Miller was obviously dependent on the symbols of the Trumpets in his interpretation of the Plagues.  There, he 

also interpreted the elements as symbolic, but the blood was interpreted literally. 

 

The question for us today is are we in the same danger as Miller?  It is remarkable that even today, some 

interpreters are inclined to use this method of interpreting although they use a different order of events.  Some 

are also inclined to say that the Plagues are not concerned with the destruction of nature but rather they are about 

the destruction of man.
6
  This seems as though nature has no significance in the way God will bring judgment 

over the world. 

 

The Ignorance of the End of Probation before and during the Plagues. 
 

In connection with the way that Miller translated the Plagues, it must be said that Miller had not yet realized that 

the 7 Plagues would only begin after the close of Probation.  Therefore he could not have realized that at the time 

of the Plagues there would be no possiblity of changing one’s ways.  Had Miller realized this, he would have 

known that some time before the 22nd Oct. 1844 there would no longer been conversions.  At this point he would 

have realized that he was wrong in his calculations of the prophecies and the date of Jesus’ Coming.  There 

would have been no Great Disappointment. 

                                                           
6
 This opinion was especially supported by Prof. J. Doukhan at a seminar in Switzerland.  (Available on cassette)  This 

opinion was also shared by Holger Joos, teacher at Bogenhofen and member of the study committee (also on cassette) 
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Our Pioneers attained the knowledge for the first time in the history of prophetic interpretation, that there would 

be no probation shortly before Jesus comes or before the Plagues.  We should be aware that even today we are 

the only Christians who have been blessed with this understanding.   

 

Interestingly, J. Litch however was the only Millerite who supported the idea that the Plagues were something of 

the future after the close of Probation.  (PF IV 592)  It seems that no-one could follow his viewpoint, which in 

itself was correct! 

 

 

Summary 

 

The Disaster with the „“Euphrates“ in the 6th Plague and the 6th Trumpet. 
 

On close inspection of this interpretation we will recognize that the Millerites’view of the Plagues, especially the 

6th Plague, was closely connected to the whole story of the Turks.  The drying out of the Euphrates in the 6th 

Plague meant, for Miller, the collapse of the Turks through the mentioned wars.  Because he thought that it 

would take some years for this collapse to take place rather than happening from one year to the next, he believed 

the 6th Plague would take a few years even centuries.  Miller then came to the conclusion that if the 6th Plague 

needed a longer period of time, then this must the case for the preceding Plagues too.  We can see that Miller was 

then dependent on the interpretation of the Euphrates for the whole interpretation and chronology of the 7th 

Plague.  He used this fixed point to interpret all of the Plagues! 

 

Now the interpretation of the Euphrates in the 6th Plague was very closely linked to that of the 6th Plague.  From 

1449 - 1840, the time given for the Trumpets, the greatest expansion of the Turks took place.  However, 

according to the Millerites, the drying out of the Euphrates began before 1840.  Perhaps that seemed to be 

historically true, but it could not really have been seen as the fulfillment of the 6th Trumpet.  From this, we can 

see that a false historical interpretation and incorrect chronological ordering of the 6th Trumpet led to an even 

more mistaken interpretation and ordering of the 6th Plague and with that the other Plagues too. 

 

We have already reinterpreted the meaning of the Euphrates and we no longer believe that it symbolises the 

Turks.  Why do some interpreters among us still believe that the 6th Trumpet symbolises the Turks?  Is it just 

because of the quotation in The Great Controversy (p 337) whereby  we would be doing E.G.White a great 

injustice if we believed that she was confirming the Millerites incorrect interpretation?   

 

After taking all these things into consideration and after looking at the background we have to recognize that the 

whole story with the Turks, which Miller had adopted from tradition, led to great confusion in the interpretation 

of Revelation and it finally led to the Great Disappointment of 1844. 

 

We now know that God allowed this to happen in order to test the Millerites and in order to free them from the 

errors which they had assumed.  I have already given evidence of this with the quotation from E.G.White. 

 

It is evident that the Millerites did not get rid of all the errors and it is therefore up to us to do something in this 

direction.   

 

 

The Catastrophe of the Recapitulations Principle in the Interpretation of the 7 Plagues 

 
After considering the Millerites’ interpretation of the Trumpets and the Plagues, I have personally come to the 

conclusion that Miller was lead so far by his belief through the recapitulation concept, that the 7 Churches, 7 

Seals and the 7 Trumpets had to run parallel to each other, that he therefore also interpreted the 7 Plagues in the 

same recapitulative manner.  In this case he was once again practically forced to do this by his interpretation of 

the Euphrates in the 6th Trumpet and the 6th Plague.  So much so that he did not even recognize that according to 

the texts in Rev. 15 the Plagues would have to take place, not during Probation, but after the close of Probation.  

This would not however have fitted into his interpretation of the Sealing of the 144 000 and the 3 Angels of Rev. 

14, as well as other visions. 
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It would be interesting to know whether the application of the recapitulation theory in the interpretation of the 7 

Plagues was Miller’s invention or whether this was another case, where this was the accepted method of 

interpretation of his time.  It is possible that Miller was just following an old tradition in interpretation 

methodology.  One thing is clear, namely that the Millerites in general, interpreted the 7 Plagues 

recapitulatively.
7
 

 

 

A Warning about Misunderstanding the way to handle the "Principle of Recapitulation". 
 

I do not for one moment wish to place in principle the recapitulation concept in question.  I do not think that this 

concept cannot be found or used in the interpretation of Revelation and Daniel.  This principle can be recognized 

quite clearly in these prophecies.  However, I believe that this does not force us to apply this theory to all the four 

visions. (7 Churches, 7 Seals, 7 Trompets and the 7 Plagues)  I cannot think that for a right interpretation of this 

visions and for a right application of the principle of recapitulation we always have to go right back into the 

history of the years before 1844!!! 

 

I think that this concept can also be used, when we only go back as far as 1844 and not, as Maxwell claims, to the 

1st century, or as the Pioneers thought to the 4th/5th centuries.  I cannot see why we use the recapitulation 

principle when starting the visions of the Trumpets in the 5th century, as the Pioneers did, but not when we start 

them from 1844!  I would like to ask the theologians the following question:  Would I apply this principle if I 

started the Trumpets in the 8th, 10th, 12th, 14th or 16th century?  From which century does this theory no longer 

apply?  Who laid down the criteria for this?  Does this principle only then not apply when I start the 

interpretation of the Trumpets from 1844 or even some time later?  If the Pioneers started the time of the 

Trumpets in the 5th century and were within the framework of the recapitulation principle up to what date or year 

is this principle no longer applicable?  Who has the authority to say this and how can this be founded biblically?   

 

For me, it is of utmost importance that the Trumpets are not placed in the period of the Plagues and are not 

interpreted as being events parallel to the Plagues!  The Trumpets have to precede the Plagues even if the last 

Trumpet coincides with the 7 Plagues. 

 

At this stage, I would like to point out that this was the principle which the study committee at the General 

Conference were united upon. It was agreed that the Trumpets preceded the Plagues and that they are to be 

sought before the time of plagues and therefore still during the time of Probation. I agree with this 

wholeheartedly but I think that this is still the case, when I start with the time of the Trumpets in 1844! 

 

                                                           
7
 According to A. Zwahlen in his already mentioned study.  He refers to the following reference: “The Second Report on the 

General Conference of Christians Expecting the Advent“.  Dissertation on the Millenium by Josiah Litch p.12 
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The Concept of the Recapitulations Principle in the Other Visions of Revelation. 
 

I would mention here that not all of the visions in Revelation call for recapitulation until the time of the early 

Christians.  We can see this in the interpretation of the vision in Revelation 7:1-8 in which it is clearly talking 

about the time of Sealing after 1844 although the day of the Lord is already described at the end of chapter 6.  

The vision in Rev.10 also begins in 1844.  Rev.11:1-2a brings us to the time of the investigative judgment after 

1844.  However, Rev. 11:2b once again takes us back to the time of the 1 260 days until 533 AD. 

 

There is also the vision in Rev. 13:11-18 which has its beginning between the years of 1798 and 1844.  The three 

angels from Rev.14:6-12 also recapitulate after the vision of the 144 000 in Rev.14:1-5 from 1844 onwards.  The 

vision of the “judgment of the great prostitute“ in Rev.17 who sits on the Beast and makes an alliance with the 10 

Kings must also be seen as something which is to occur at the end of time, that is after 1844.   

 

We have enough evidence in Revelation that some of the visions are to be seen recapitulatively, but they do not 

have to go back to the era of the early christians.  Why can’t this also be the case with the 7 Trumpets?  If they 

belonged to the 7th Seal according to their portrayal there would be no other possible interpretation. 

 

 

Revelation - a Book about the End and not, in the first instance, a History Book  
 

If we would recognize the beginning of the visions of the Trumpets as being from 1844 then Revelation would, 

for the most part, be describing events which would have to be seen as end time events.  Personally, I believe that 

this is the whole point of Revelation - an End time Book.  The majority of Revelation is to describe the events on 

heaven and on earth which happen after the time of the investigative judgment from 1844. The doctrine of the 

investigative judgment took on a whole new meaning after 1844 and we have allocated it to the same place as the 

Pioneers before us. 

 

Furthermore Revelation would correspond with that which E.G.White said about it, that is, that it is a revelation 

of the Book of Daniel.  Daniel was told to seal the book until the end of time.  This did not mean the whole book 

but just the part which revealed, what would happen after 1844.  E.G.White confirmed this with the following 

words: 

 

„The book of Daniel is unsealed in the revelation to John, and carries us forward to the last scenes of this 

earth's history.“ TM 115 

 

„In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. Here is the complement of the book of Daniel. One is 

a prophecy; the other a revelation. The book that was Sealed is not the Revelation, but that portion of the 

prophecy of Daniel relating to the last days.“ AA 585 

 

Viewed in this way, we should not expect that the Revelation should focus on the events before 1844; instead we 

should realize that the emphasis falls on the description and interpretation of the occurrences around and after 

1844.   

 

Let us go back to the interpretation of the 6th Trumpet as Miller interpreted it through the use of the 

recapitulation principle.  What immediate and after effects did it have on the whole incident of 1844? 

 

 

A Remarkable Story of the Interpretation of the 6th Trumpet. 
 

The Millerites were in agreement that the end of the 6th Trumpet would be the 11th Aug. 1840.  Miller 

and the majority of his co-workers thought that this would bring the beginning of the 7th 

Trumpet as well as the beginning of the 7th Plague.   

 

When Turkey began to collapse in 1840 as the Millerites had expected, they believed that this proved the 

complete historical development of their methods of interpretation, especially the year-day 
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principle, to be correct.  This gave the Miller Movement a great lift.  More people than ever 

joined the Movement and expected Jesus to come on 22nd Oct. 1844. (GC p.337-338) 

 

A large part of the Millerites did not, however, believe this date to be correct; but they believed that the 

Coming of Christ was very near!  Together, thousands of evangelists from all different religious 

backgrounds started to proclaim the Second Coming of Jesus.  All over the world!  In almost 

every continent!  Protestants, Catholics, Anglicans, Puritans, Quakers, Methodists, Baptists, 

Christians from every denomination and situation joined together with Miller!  Many of them 

were disfellowshipped out of their Churches and persecuted, mocked and ridiculed!  Was all this 

only the work of man? 

 

 

The Miller Movement - The Act of Man or of God? 

 

Did the events which happened in the Miller Movement have anything to do with God’s guidance?  Until 

now we have discovered that Miller still had a lot of errors in his interpretation of the prophecy 

of Daniel and above all in the Revelation.  Did all that happen without the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit? 

 

Miller was, inspite of all these errors in interpretation, a great reformer of his time.  As far as 

Christianity was concerned, he revealed many errors of his time!  Through intensive Bible study 

and lots of prayer, God gave him great knowledge which had been hidden until then.  No-one can 

therefore say that this man and his helpers were not led by the Spirit of God, despite their errors.  

But, the question is, why did God allow it to reach such a Disappointment? 

 

Did God want that to happen?  Was it God’s fault that they were mistaken?  Couldn’t God have stepped 

in and protected them from their mistakes?  Where was God in respect to this Movement 

before 1844?  Had he been just simply watching them?  

 

If the Movement was led by God we would expect that, God through His Holy Spirit would lead such 

upright people and warn them of or even protect them from errors which had such serious 

consequences.  He had never before abandoned His people in such situations.  Hadn’t God 

always used prophets to warn and guide in decisive situations in history?  As Adventists we do 

believe that, after 1844, God spoke through a prophetess and gave us guidelines through her!  

Why didn’t he do that before 1844 when it concerned such an important matter?  Or did God 

actually do this?  What do we know about this today? 

 

 

Did God speak through Prophets during the Miller Movement? 

 

Many modern-day Adventists do not know that God chose two men, before E.G.White, to be prophets!  

Very few Christians, including Adventists do not know when that was.  Was it before or after 

1844? 

 

Until two years ago, I myself thought that it was after 1844! When I asked them, many Adventist 

members, Pastors and teachers were also of the opinion that it was soon after the Great 

Disappointment.  Many had no idea whatsoever.  Recently, I have investigated the matter in more 

depth and I have discovered some sensational things. 
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C.) THE STORY OF THE TWO UNKNOWN PROPHETS IN THE MILLER     

       MOVEMENT 

 

 

I would now like to draw our attention to the story of two men who have remained unknown and are often 

wrongly portrayed.  Shortly before 22 Oct. 1844, God wanted to use these men to warn the Millerites of their 

error.  These stories can also help us to understand to what extent the Millerites were dependent on their 

traditional views of prophecy and their principles of interpretation.  I found the most important information on 

this topic in a book entitled “The Unknown Prophet“ by Delbert W. Backer, 1987, Review and Herald, 

Washington!  The book shows how little we knew about these two prophets up until now and how incorrect the 

little information we had about them was! 

 

This story also indicates that God did not just look on passively and let these upright people go down the wrong 

path.  God did everything to prevent them from this error and the consequent disappointment!  Through these two 

men God tried to warn the Millerites that world would not end in 1844. 

 

 

I. THE STORY OF WILLIAM FOY 

 

It is very noteworthy that before 1844, God called a black American by the name of William Foy to warn the 

Milllerites of the Great Disappointment.  Foy believed in the soon Coming of Jesus and was just getting prepared 

for his ordination as a pastor into the “Episcopal Church“.  At this time Foy did not belong to the Miller 

Movement and it cannot be assumed that he ever joined them officially.  This does not mean that he did not share 

the majority of their hopes and beliefs.  He believed in Jesus’ soon Coming, but he did not believe that he would 

come at the time which Miller had calculated and which many were proclaiming.   

 

It was between 18 Jan. 1842 and summer 1844, that is the two years before the Millerites expected Jesus to 

come, that God gave Foy visions, on different occasions, which showed that the world would continue after 22 

Oct 1844, before Jesus could come.   

 

Generally, the Believers should have been encouraged through these visions and should have prepared 

themselves properly for Jesus’ Coming by surrending totally to Jesus and giving up all worldly pleasures and 

sinful desires.  

 

He had his first vision during a prayer session in a house in the presence of 8 people who actually witnessed it.  

This vision lasted 2 1/2 hours.
8
  Foy was shown the beauty of the Heavens, but also the tragic fate of the ungodly 

people.  In this vision, as in the case of all the others, there was never a mention of a specific date when Jesus 

would come.   

 

 

God’s Warning in the Second Vision. 
 

In my opinion, the second vision is of great importance as far as our study of the background to the 

Disappointment and our prophetic interpretation of Revelation, especially the 7 Trumpets.  According to the 

statements of 8 eyewitnesses, this vision lasted 12½ hours!  He had this vision on 4 Feb 1842, so it was some 1½  

years before 22 Oct 1844. 

 

In this vision Foy saw himself, with a group of believers waking toward heaven. He reported it as following:  

"As we passed the bar, we entered upon a boundless place which was lighted up with great brightness. Near 

the place trough which we passed, I beheld a mighty angel clothed in pure white raiment, having a crown of 

brightness on his head. He appeared to be gazing through the bar, and his eyes, like lamps of fire, were fixed 

with steadfastness upon the earth. He stood with his right foot placed before him, an tough walking; and his 

object appeared to be to reach the earth. But three steps remained for him to take. Against his breast and 
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across his left hand was, as it were, a trumpet of silver; an a great terrible voice came from the midst of the 

boundless place, saying: "The sixth angel hath not yet done sounding."!  
9 

 

This sentence only makes sense when you know how significant the whole interpretation and above all the 

chronological order of the 6th Trumpet was in the Millerites’ expectation of the Second Coming.  As already 

mentioned, Josiah Litch had calculated, 4 years previously, that on 11 Aug. 1840, the 6th Trumpet would come 

after the start of the Fall of the Ottoman Empire, after its 391 year reign.  After a most important conference 

actually took place in London on 15 July 1840, where the Turks put themselves under the protection of Europe’s 

united christian superpowers, the Millerites thought that this was an exact fulfillment of the way they had 

interpreted the 6th Trumpet.
10

 

 

Two years later, through Foy’s vision, God intervened to give a clear sign that the Millerites’ interpretation of 

the 6th Trumpet was incorrect!   

 

God wanted the Millerites to reconsider their interpretation and chronology of the 6th Trumpet.  However, 

because the interpretation and chronology of the 6th Trumpet was directly connected to the historical 

interpretation of the other 5 Trumpets before it, it would have meant that the interpretations of the whole of the 

Trumpets would have had to be re-thought owing to this Godly warning.  The 6th Trumpet would then have 

nothing to do with the Ottoman Empire and the 5th Trumpet could no longer be interpreted as they had thought.  

Consequently, they would have had to change the other four interpretations.  There was clearly an error in the 

Millerites’ interpretation of the Trumpets which contributed to the Great Disappointment.   

 

This fact should not just be taken into account by us Adventists.  When God speaks it applies to all men on earth.  

God did not speak to Moses so that just the Israelites were given certain Truths; Moses was given them for the 

whole of mankind.  We should also have the same attitude with the messages from Foy! 

 

Adventists should believe that the warning which God gave to Foy about the incorrect interpretation was just 

given to them but to all upright Christians and people who care about the true meaning of the vision of the 7 

Trumpets.  God did not give John the Revelation of the 7 Trumpets and all the other visions on Patmos just for 

the small Church of early Christians; he gave it to the whole of humanity and especially for those living in the 

Last Days.  What we learn from this is therefore not for Adventists to take in solemnly, but to enable us to 

have a clearer interpretation of the visions of the Trumpets and help us in our in and outreach evangelism. 

 

 

What did Foy do about these two visions? 

 

Up until this point in time, I have not met one Adventist, whether it be teacher, pastor or Church member, who 

did not believe that Foy refused to accept this Gift of Prophecy and to tell others about his visions.  However, in 

the previously mentioned book, “The Unknown Prophet“ Backer refutes this completely.  Historical research has 

proved the exact opposite. 

 

It is true that Foy had great problems in relating his first vision.  At first he tried to convince himself that there 

was no Godly commission behind it.  He himself related the vision with the following words: 

The duty to declare the things that had thus been shown to me, to my fellow creatures, and warn them to flee 

from the wrath to come, rested with great weight upon my mind; but I was disobedient, settling upon this point 

for an excuse, that my guide did not demand me so to do; and I thereby brought darkness and death upon my 

soul.  But I could find no peace or comfort.  I began to doubt indeed whether my soul had been concerted, and 

although I often met with the people of God, I obtained no relief, but felt depressed and lonely.  I could get no 

access in prayer.  At last in order to escape the escape of going and personally declaring to the world, I 

decided to have it printed.  Yet, in this I could find no relief. 
11
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Foy remained in this state for some three weeks.  Then God gave him another vision on 4 Feb. 1842.  At the end 

of the vision the accompanying angel said to him: 

 

“Thy spirit must return to the yonder world, and thou must reveal those things which thou hast seen, and also 

warn thy fellow creatures to flee from the wrath to come.“  I then answered him saying, “How can I return to 

the yonder world?“  He answered me, “I will go with thee, and support and help thee to declare these things 

unto the world.“  Then I answered the angel, “I will go.“  
12

 

 

Foy had further battles and was still very unwilling to carry out God’s task.  But two days later, a pastor who 

knew of his visions, asked him to tell them to his Church.  The day after, on 7 Feb. 1842, he spoke infront of a 

large audience about his visions for the first time.
13

  Friends in whom he had confided encouraged him to tell 

others about his visions.   

 

Between March 1842 and Summer 1844, he traveled from city to city filling halls with interested listeners.  

Wherever he went he caused a great sensation according to Backer in his book, „He created a sensation 

wherever he went“
14

  Of course, he also suffered persecution , mockery and refusal.
15

  However, in general 

people said of him: 

 

"The visions of our brother are certainly very remarkable, and when realted by him in public assemblies, have 

been blessed by God to the awakening of sinners, reclaiming of backsliders, and the building up of the saints 

in the most holy faith.
16

 

 

This is a proof that Foy did in fact tell of his visions and that many people must have heard about them.  He 

interrupted his trips sometimes because he also had to take care of his family and their welfare.  However, again 

and again, he felt the urge to travel across the country telling people the message which God had given him.  Foy 

also received a letter of recommendation from his Church, to all orther Churches and denominations who 

wanted to invite him in order to hear his sermons and Godly revelations.
17

  This is also a testimony of his public 

and far known proclamation. 

 

 

Foy’s Relationship to the Millerites. 
 

It is interesting to note that Foy began the meetings in Boston, the town which was also the center for the 

Millerites and according to research done by Backer, also the place where the most well-known Millerites 

resided.
18

  We can therefore come to the conclusion that Foy was in close contact with them and that he was 

known to them.  After his vision, Foy joined in their proclamation of the Second Coming of Jesus.
19

 

 

Therefore, it is not true that Foy refused God’s commission from the very outset.  Neither can we say that Foy 

refused to relate his visions.  There is also no proof that God took away this talent because of his disobedience.  

It can be that God released him from this task because of later circumstances and gave this gift to E.G.White. 

If Foy had refuted God’s task in January and February 1842, God would not have given him another two visions 

between July and August 1844. 

 

 

E.G.White's Testimony 

 

E. G.White also gives clear witness to thee fact that Foy was an active lecturer.  She writes that as a girl of 15 or 

16,she often heard him speak at assemblies in the Beethoven Hall in Portland, Main.   
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She writes:  “We went over to Cape Elizabeth to hear him lecture.  Father always took me with him when he 

went, and he would be going in a sleigh, and he would invite me to get in, and I would ride with them.  That 

was before I got anywhere acquainted with him. (William Foy).“
20

   This must have been in the winter of 1843!  

 

At a large meeting, she saw how Foy suddenly fell to the ground and lay there for about three quarters of an hour.  

She wrote the following about this: “He was in a large congregation, very large.  He fell right to the floor.  I do 

not know what they were doing in there, whether they were listening to preaching or not.  But at any rate he 

fell to the floor.  I do not know how long (it) was, about three quarters of an hour, I think, and he had all 

these before I had them.“
 21

 

 

Maybe this was Foy having his fourth vision in summer 1844.  Unfortunately we do not know what precisely was 

in this vision.  However E.G.White knew about four visions.  This is what she wrote about them:  “Then another 

time, there was Foy that had had visions.  He had had four visions....They were written out and published, and 

it was queer that I cannot find them in any of my books.  But we have moved so many times.  He had four.“
 22

 

 

E.G.White clearly means the two visions which were published by Pierson in 1845, which Foy had written down 

and not all four of them.  It seems that E.G.White did not know that  Foy only wrote down two of his visions and 

not all four of them.  That would also be proof that she had not yet read the publication through and therefore did 

not know the precise details of the first two visions.  I therefore deduce that she could not have known the details 

of the second vision about the 6th Trumpet and she did not really take  too much notice of it either.  Besides we 

must remember that E.G.White was only 17 at the time and was little educated in theology and she did not have 

the experience to have been able to react to such detail accordingly.   

 

 

Foy’s third Vision 

 

In Foy’s third vision in the summer of 1844, he saw the Adventists on their pilgrimage to the city of God with all 

their problems.  He saw three steps from which many believing pilgrims disappeared.  The remaining continued 

and some of them disappeared when they got to the second step.  The remainder carried on regardlessly full of 

joy onwards to the path that led to the Heavenly City.  Those who were left behind were never seen again.
23

 

 

Foy did not understand this part of the dream because he could not imagine how this would allow itself to be 

placed in the order of events close to the expected Second Coming.  God’s warnings were not comprehensible, 

even for Foy, because they did not correspond to the knowledge which he had concerning the circumstances and 

events before Jesus’ Second Coming.  Above all, it did not fit with Millerites’ preconception of the soon Coming. 
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Foy’s further life 

 

As seen above, we know today that Foy did not keep quiet about his visions neither did he dismiss them as was 

always maintained. However it is not known how long he reported them publicly.  There is no proof that he 

stopped reporting his experiences with God before 22 October 1844.  We know that Foy even published his first 

two visions in 1845.  The original and photocopies thereof are available today.
24

 

 

Even after that, Foy did not stop preaching the soon Coming of Jesus as Pastor of the Freewill Baptist Church.  

He lost his wife and his father and after that he was called to various states in America in order to continue his 

work as a responsible Pastor.  He did this until he died at the age of 75 on Nov. 9, 1893, some 50 years after the 

Great Disappointment.   

 

We do not know of any other visions which he may have had because God had, in the meantime, called 

E.G.White to take up this task.   

 

 

Does God always use prophets for the lifetime? 

 

If it is true that Foy did not reject his calling as a prophet but instead fulfilled his particular prophetic service at 

least until the Great Disappointment, then the question needs to be asked how it could come to the point that God 

took away the Gift of Prophecy and freed him from his prophetic task.  Are there any examples of this in the 

Bible? 

 

I think that everyone who knows their Bible will know that not very many prophets were prophets all their life.  

There are many prophets who God only used in certain situations and for a short period of time to give the people 

a special message.  After fulfilling their tasks these men often disappeared out of the picture as suddenly as they 

had appeared.  No-one could say, nevertheless, that these men were not true prophets and did not carry out their 

instructions and that’s why God took away their task. 

 

There are examples of these nearly unknown prophets and those who surfaced and disappeared again in 2 Chron. 

9:29; 15:1; 16:7; 20:14,37; 24:20; 28:9 etc.   

 

We also know that prophets such as Jonah, Zechariah, Haggai, Obadiah amongst others did not perform the task 

as prophet their whole lives as did Daniel for example.  When God saw that the time was right and wanted to 

send a different prophet with a message, He did so, and He did not just do this when the original prophet was 

unfaithful or if he refused to proclaim the message given.   

 

There were also times where God sought people whom he could use to warn the nation but he did not find 

anyone who fit the bill!  This can be found in Ezekiel 22:30, 31.  “I looked for a man among them who would 

build up a wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so that I would not have to destroy it, but 

I found none.  So I will pour out my wrath on them ...“ 

 

This was however not the case with William Foy.  He clearly did everything he could to fulfill God’s purpose 

and task before 1844.  After 1844, God released him according to His Divine will, from this task.   

 

Two months before 22 October 1844, God called a second man who also should have served as a warning and a 

rebuke for the Millerites.  It is possible that the words in Ezekiel more likely fitted him. 
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II. THE STORY OF HAZON FOSS. 
 

The second man who God chose to warn the Millerites of their mistake just weeks before 22 Oct. 1844 was 

Hazon Foss, who unlike Foy was completely convinced that the Millerites’ interpretation as far as the date of the 

Second Coming was concerned, was correct.  By calling Foss, God surely wanted to give support to the work 

which Foy had been doing for the past 11/2 years.  Foss also had the vision of the pilgrimage with the three steps.  

However because he totally believed in the infallibility of Miller’s interpretation and that Jesus would come 

shortly after this vision, this vision was just as inconceivable as it was for Foy.   

 

Interestedly enough, Ellen G. White was indirectly related to Foss.  Hazon’s brother, Samuel, married her sister.  

From a letter which E.G.White wrote to her sister on 22 December 1890 it is clear that Foss thought his visions 

were in agreement with his understanding of the Second Coming - that it would be on 22 Oct. 1844.  He believed 

this even though there was clear evidence that time would go on after 1844.
25

 

 

In these visions, God also showed him that he would have to tolerate and suffer a lot of ridicule and problems 

because of these messages and warnings.  Foss was afraid of this and he hesitated in proclaiming the message. 

 

However, whilst he was hesitating as to whether he should go public with the visions, time was passing by and 

inspite of these divine warning the Great Disappointment of 22 October 1844 occurred.  According to E.G.White, 

God, again, gave him these visions shortly after the Disappointment. 

 

She wrote:  “After the time (the Great Disappointment) passed, he was told by the Lord to relate the visions to 

others.“
26

  Obviously, God wanted to intervene to comfort, explain and direct His people.   

 

When the people found out that God had given Foss visions before the Great Disappointment, they urged him to 

relate them.  Foss was however very annoyed about the Disappointment and he wrangled with God and he did 

not want to tell anyone about the visions.
27

 

 

After having the visions twice God warned Foss that he would take the Gift of Prophecy would be taken away 

from him if he did not tell the people the message.  God would then give this burden to one of His weakest 

children who would faithfully pass on the revelations.  Foss nevertheless refused and God gave him a third vision 

in which he took away this burden and told him that he had already laid the burden on the weakest creation of 

them all.  This alarmed him so much that Foss did in the end call a meeting to tell of his visions. 

 

Many people came and Foss started to tell of the background to the visions.  He also mentioned that God had told 

him what would happen if he refused to relate the visions.  The whole congregation was curious and listened to 

his introductory words with great interest.   

 

“Now, I will relate the vision“, he said.  However, just as he was going  to start he faltered suddenly and could 

not remember a single thing.  It was too late.  He stood before the crowd like a dumb statue.  He could not 

remember anything and a painful silence filled the hall.   

 

Foss, in deepest agony, said "I cannot remember a word of the vision!"  He wrung his hands in anguish saying, 

"God has fulfilled His word.  He has taken the vision from me."  and in great distress of mind, said "I am a 

lost man."
28

 

 

Of this meeting Ellen G. White said, „“Those who gave a description .. said it was the most terrible meeting 

they were ever in“
29

 

 

 

Hazon Foss meets E.G.White 
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Three months after that, this was after 22 Oct. 1844, he heard that a young, frail girl of the name of Ellen Gould 

Harmon (later E.G.White) had been given the gift of visions from God.  As he heard of the visions he realized 

that they were precisely the ones which he should have told the people about.
30

 

  The next day after the meeting Foss and E.G.White met because Foss wanted to speak to her.  He said the 

following words to her: 

 

"Ellen, I want to speak with you.  The Lord gave me a message to bear to His people, and I refused after being 

told the consequences.  I was proud; I was unreconciled to the Disappointment.  I murmured against God, 

and wished myself dead.  Then I felt a strange feeling come over me.  I hall be henceforth as one dead to 

spiritual things.  I heard you talk last night.  I believe the visions are taken from me, and given to you.  Do not 

refuse to obey the Lord, for it will be at the peril of your soul.  I am a lost man.  You are chosen of God-, be 

faithful in doing your work, and the crown I might have had, you will receive."
31

 

 

 

Instead of asking God’s forgiveness, he did as Cain did. He saw himself as a lost man and sank in complete 

despair.
32

  After that Foss gradually lost his belief in God and His Word and he died some 50 years later in 1893 

far from God.  This is the sad fate of someone who was on the one hand a victim of his own pride and prejudice 

on the other hand also a victim of believers’ prejudices and their maintenance of traditions. 

 

Couldn’t this story be compared to the story of the prophet Bileam.  Jonah ws also called by God and at first he 

ran in fear and disbelief and possibly also gloating and proud to have been given the divine task.  He was not 

forced to carry the commission even after the experience in the belly of the whale.   

 

Whatever the background and correlation was, it was God’s intention to warn the Millerites.  Looking at it from 

this point of view, the whole Disappointment could have been avoided through God’s direct intervention. 

 

 

III. E.G.White and William Foy’s and Hazon Foss’ visions. 

 
E.G.White confirms the sending of divine messages to the Millerites. 
 

Noticeably, Ellen G. White, after being called as a prophetess only two months after the Disappointment, was 

made aware in her later visions, that God did send the waiting Millerites a warning and repeated messages. 

 

„I saw that these waiting ones were not yet tried as they must be. They were not free from errors. And I saw the 

mercy and goodness of God in sending a warning to the people of the earth, and repeated messages to lead them 

to a diligent searching of heart, and study of the Scriptures, that they might divest themselves of errors which 

have been handed down from the heathen and papists. Through these messages God has been bringing out His 

people where He can work for them in greater power, and where they can keep all His commandments.“ 

EW 249-250 

 

It is evident that these could only be referring to Foy’s and Foss’ visions because we do not know of any other 

special and direct messages which God gave to the Millerite Movement.   

 

God, therefore, wanted to warn the Millerites of the Great Disappointment through these two men.   
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E.G.White’s confirmation of the authenticity of Foy’s and Foss’ visions 

 

E.G.White confirms the authenticity of the divine calling of these two prophets before her.  As Ellen G. White 

later told of her first visions publicly, especially of the one about the believers’ journey to the heavenly city, Foss 

and Foy confirmed, independent from each other, that God had given them the same message. 

 

William Foy was also present at a large meeting after the Disappointment, where E.G.White related her first 

visions.  Suddenly he jumped up and down for joy and praised the Lord.  He repeated time and time again that 

the visions were exactly the same as those which he had received.
33

  E.G.White had good connections to Foy’s 

family and had never questioned his experience with God.  There are several testimonies from E.G.White 

herself!
34

 

 

God did everything to warn the Millerites through these two prophets, but various circumstances which we want 

to take a closer look at prevented them from accepting these divine warnings. 

 

 

Essential rectification of the stories from these two prophets. 
 

Both men were influential people, had a good education and could speak well.  God wanted to use them, but His 

original intention was not achieved.  But the question has to be asked - was it solely due to these two prophets? 

 

Contrary to all reports, we know that Foy at least related his visions in large meetings and passed the message on.  

So it could not have been just the prophets fault that God’s warnings did not achieve their goal.  The Millerites 

must also have been responsible too.   

 

Therefore, Foy has been treated unjustly with the claim that he rejected God’s commission from the very 

beginning.  This is true of Foss but not true of Foy.  This being the case we, in the future,  should not look for 

fault in the prophet who, because of fear of the consequences, refused to pass on the message and rejected 

the Gift of Prophecy; we should also remember those who rejected the prophet and his message and those 

responsible in the Miller Movement!  At the same time, we need to bear in mind the circumstances which lead 

him to reject this commission. 

 

Furthermore this would correspond precisely to that which always happened in history. If we held the prophet 

solely responsible, we would have to ask ourselves, why God would choose two men who did not carry out his 

task?  That is very unlikely. 

 

From this story, we have to realize that God was not surprised by the Great Disappointment or by the rejection of 

the messages which he wanted to give through Foy and Foss.  Nothing happened without God’s prior knowledge 

and it should serve the purpose that His last Church learn an important lesson from the Disappointment.  It was 

only through this that it was possible to separate the serious and real lovers of the truth from those superficial 

riders on the bandwagon.  This brought with it the basis for a new Church, which should continue to build a firm 

and sure foundation of biblical-prophetic exposition. 

 

This was the hour of the birth of the Seventh Day Adventist Church which God equipped with a special message 

and commission in order to proclaim the good news to the world and to give them a last urgent warning.  Before 

a child is born, however, the painful labor pains must precede and this was also the case with the birth of the 

remnant Church.  Wasn’t it a similar situation with the “birth“ of the nation of Israel in Egypt or with the “birth“ 

of the Church in the New Testament? 
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A possible explanation of the vision of the seven thunders in Revelation 10? 

 

Could it be that the story of William Foy and Hazon Foss has something to do with the vision of the “7 

THUNDERS“ in Revelation 10:3,4?  God gives a clue to a piece of information which John was not allowed to 

write down.  A heavenly voice spoke certain words but they were to be withheld.  Could the two prophets in the 

Millerite Movement be a fulfillment of these “hidden“ words in the seven thunders?  Should it be pure 

coincidence that God spoke to these men exactly seven times in seven visions?  God spoke to Foy in four visions 

and to Foss in three!  Personally I believe that there is a definite relationship.  Especially as we had connected 

Revelation 10 with the story of the Miller Movement in any case.   

 

One thing is sure, God wanted to reveal more light to the Millerites through these prophets.  However, 

prejudices, traditions and self-willed interpretations of the Scripture and prophecy stood in their way.  Clearly the 

only way to free them from these was a bitter Disappointment.  The believers had to undergo a harder test still. 

 

This is maybe what E.G.White meant with her short explanation of the 7 thunders.  She said: „ The special light 

given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a delineation of events which would 

transpire under the first and second angels message. It was not best for the people to know these things, 

for their faith must necessarily be tested.“ 7ABC 971
35

 

 

Daniel 12:10 also talks about such a test.  That is why the test was far from being merely a coincidence, it was 

foreseen by prophecy.  However, it would not be correct, in my opinion, if we thought that God 

intentionally led the Millerites in error.  Then if this had been the case, why would he have chosen these 

two prophets?   

 

The test occurred because these believers were not open to the God’s voice instead they were full of their 

own ideas and prejudices.  They were so convinced that their interpretation of the Scripture was correct 

that many, even with retrospect, did not want to recognize their mistaken understanding of the Scripture 

nor did they want to have it corrected.  In this respect, only a few of the Millerites passed this divine test.  

Only a small group emerged reformed and with these God founded the Remnant Church through the 

establishment of the Adventist Church. 

 

All this knowledge should make us consider all the more the way we deal with our interpretation of prophecy.  

God certainly did not want the Millerites to have  had to have gone through such a bitter test.  It could not have 

been his planned intention.  Tests are only necessary when man closes his ear to the God’s voice and does not 

comply with it properly.  This is exactly the situation which we see in the Millerite Movement in connection with 

the two prophets chosen by God. 
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IV. Reasons why the Foy and Foss were not regarded as prophets and why their 

messages were not heeded. 
 

I have tried to find out more about why these divine warnings through Foss and Foy were disregarded by the 

Millerites.  At present, I have been lead to the following conclusions: 

 

a) Prejudice against an interpretation of prophecy different to that  which they already 

knew. 

 

William Foy was well aware that that which God wanted to show him and the Millerites was totally contrary to 

his and their ideas. 

 

William Foy wrote: “The message was so different and the manner in which the command was given so 

different from any I had ever heard of, and knowing the prejudice among the people against those of my 

color, it became very crossing.   

 

These questions were continually arising..  Why should these things be given to me, to bear to the world, 

and not to be learned, or to one in a different condition from myself?  But no peace could I obtain in 

disobedience.  “Woe is me if I declare not these things,“ rested heavily upon my soul.“
36

 

 

We can see from this that Foy suffered real inner battles with the visions.  Nevertheless he still decided to call 

public meetings and report them. 

 

No one knows how far Foy himself really understood these warnings in the visions or how much he paid 

attention to them.  Above all, I ask myself how correctly and clearly he passed on the special warning in regards 

to the interpretation of the 6th Trumpet in the meetings before 22 Oct 1844.  For many other reasons, it could not 

have been his fault  alone that the messages did not achieve their goal with the Millerites. 

 

b) The Millerites’ leadership’s prejudices against prophetic messages 

 

My research, though unfortunately still very sketchy, has shown that the Millerites were very cautious towards, 

and also very prejudiced against prophetic messages.   

 

A statement made at a conference in Boston in May 1844, (5 months before the Great Disappointment) revealed 

how prejudiced the Millerites were against prophets. 

 

Dr. Konrad also writes this about the Millerites’ attitude: 

 

Reports of dreams and visions and other “revelations“ were constantly being spread amongst the Millerites in an 

oral or scriptive form.  When copies of one of the reports about a supernatural revelation were printed and when 

they reached the public, obviously against the leader of the Millerites’ will and without him checking them, it 

lead to this comment: 

"We are very sorry that we may let the people think, that we would still need more inspirated directions and 

that by this we may appear to believe, that the Word of God is not enough anymore." 
37

  

 

From this attitude it is easy to see that prophets like Foy and Foss would have had great difficulty in being 

accepted by the Millerites.  Clearly both of these men would have had to fight against this attitude.  They were 

also very inhibited in telling their messages because of this. 

 

This is confirmed by Arthur Spalding who also writes that Foss was very inhibited by the Millerites’ strong 

feelings against visions and dreams. 
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“Foss was very mindful of the strong sentiment against visions and dreams which had been built up in the 

Adventists ranks by the warnings and attitudes of the leaders
40

  

 

Worthy of note is also what J. and C.H. Pierson wrote in the preface of the publication of Foy’s first two visions.  

"When such a work is published, it is often said: “I’m no believer in dreams and visions!“ 

 

This is also an indication of how Christians at that time, in general, felt about dreams and visions.  Foy and Foss 

had to endure this attitude among the Millerites.  These men were certainly both marked with this false 

conception and would have had to override this hurdle themselves in order to believe their own visionary 

experiences. 

 

The Millerites’ caution and rejection of the heavenly revelations and special enlightenments were evident even 

after the Great Disappointment of 1844.  Konrad Müller reported a particular declaration made by the 

Millerites after the Great Disappointment which reveals their attitude to dreams and visions.  Müller writes: 

 

At the so-called Albany Conference in April 1845, there was an agreement in a 10 point resolution against 

people who claimed to have special illuminations.
42

  

 

In regards to this, I would appeal that further research be done into the background as to why this information 

and the warnings from Foy and Foss were not better accepted by the leaders of the Millerites and also the reasons 

why these warnings were not believed at all! 

 

 

c) Rejection of the prophets for fear of people getting carried away and  extremism. 

 

An essential factor for the reason why the Millerites were so dismissive and sceptical of people like Foy and Foss 

were the experiences which they had with fanatism and extremism. 

 

It is a known fact that there were always those in the Millerite Movement who claimed to have had visions and 

dreams.
43

  From time to time people emerged and related their dreams and visions and wrote about them.  Arthur 

Spalding told of two such men who saw themselves to such revelations, but they caused an outbreak of fanatism 

and extremism.  These men were John Starkweather from Boston and C.R.Gorgas from Philadelphia.  The leader 

of the Millerites therefore felt the need to warn of such people.
44

   This general attitude of caution amongst the 

Millerites was therefore caused by their fear of religious passion and fanatism.  Just because the Gift of Prophecy 

was being abused, this was not good reason to deny all possibility of prophetic inspiration.  Because apart from 

false prophets, there can also be true ones! 

 

 

d) Rejection due to a lack of understanding of the biblical doctrine of the Gift of Prophecy for the 

 last day Church. 

 

All the circumstances and conceptions which have been mentioned up until now show that the Millerites thought 

that it would not be necessary to have a prophet in the last days.  According to their understanding the Scripture 

was all they needed in order to recognize the complete Truth and to be able to interpret it correctly.  The 

following statement in connection with the above mentioned publication of a passionate vision amongst the 

Millerites is typical.   

 

It is clear that the Millerites still erred in their understanding of the Bible in this area.  They shared the opinion, 

with many other Christians at the time, that after John’s Revelation in 100 AD, there would no longer be any 

more direct divine dreams or visions.  Many Christians still believe this today. 
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This way of thinking was very widespread and it was also used against E:G:White and her visions:  This is seen 

in the book “Erfahrung und Gesichte“ p 119-130.  In this book, R.F.Cottrell tries to argue against the Christians’ 

viewpoint of that time that there should not be any other prophets after John, in the introduction to „Spiritual 

Gifts“.  This belief was very strongly rooted in the whole of Christianity and it should not surprise us that a 

repulsing and sceptical attitude arose in the Millerite Movement.  Whether that was right or not is another 

question.   

 

 

e) The disastrous effects of ignorance as far as the Gift of Prophecy is concerned in the last Church. 

 

When we recognize and understand all there is to the background of the Great Disappointment, then it becomes 

evident that the Disappointment also occurred because of false theological ideas of the doctrine of the Gift of 

Prophecy.  A study on spiritual gifts and a clear understanding thereof was of great necessity at that time.  Then 

they would have realized that the prophecy about the pouring out of the Spirit in Joel 3 was not totally fulfilled at 

Pentecost.  The Church would experience this just before Jesus came.   

 

The Church should therefore be constantly open to the possibility that other prophets might be sent by God in the 

last days who will be filled with the latter rain.. 

 

 

Is history repeating itself in the Adventist Church? 

 

Are not many amongst our own number in the very same danger?  They believe that the Scripture is enough in 

order to be able to go along the right pathway in the last days and in order to interpret the prophecies correctly.  

“We have got the Bible, so why do we need E.G.White?“ remark many Adventists.  Many Adventists treat 

E.G.White as the Millerites treated Foy and Foss!  Shouldn’t this tragic story of Foos and Foy spur us on to think 

about the Gift of Prophecy that much more and to pay more attention to them than some of us often do?   

 

Wasn’t it the same at the time of Jesus when the Jews said: “We have got Moses and the prophets, what do we 

need this Jesus for?“  The contemporary prophet always faced the big problem as to whether he was accepted by 

his own people.  That was clearly the case with Foss and Foy!  The same was with E.G.White and it will be the 

same for future prophets! 

 

In the end the Millerites had to face a very hard test because of their dismissal of the divine warnings and 

messages.  God wanted to spare them of it, because it can never be God’s will that His children experience 

disappointments.  However, despite it all, God was not surprised. Daniel had prophecied this a long time before 

that the last pieces of knowledge would only realize themselves through the purification and testing of the 

believers.   
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Many will be cleansed, purified and refined! 

 

Concerning this, through the prophet Daniel God says: “Go your way Daniel, because the words are closed up 

and Sealed until the time of the end.  Many will be purified, made spotless, and refined, but the wicked will 

continue to be wicked.  None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand.  (Dan 12:9-

10) 

 

This text shows that it was God’s intention and will that the closed prophecies about the end time events in the 

Book of Daniel and the Revelation would be understood.  Only the wicked will not understand.  However, in 

order to understand this correctly a certain purification process would have to take place.  This could only mean 

two things. 

 

On the one hand this means that the believers would be cleansed and made spotless from sin at the end of time, if 

they want to understand the prophecies.  On the other hand this must mean that they must be purified from all 

long-cherished errors and traditions  before they will be able to understand the prophetic truth for the end of time.   

 

No-one, no christian can reckon on being able to understand the mentioned prophecies properly without allowing 

themselves to go through the purifying process.  It is a sorry state of affairs when Christians believe that it is not 

at all necessary to understand everything.  The Church has repeatedly made out that the Books of Daniel and the 

Revelation are secret, encoded Books with seven Seals, which only a few chosen and particularly learned people 

could understand.  However, this does not correspond to the promises which God Himself gave through the 

prophet Daniel and also in the Book of Revelation.  John was told in his vision on Patmos: „Do not seal up the 

words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near.“ (Rev 22:10) 

Furthermore, in Revelation 1:3 there states:  „Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy and 

blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.“ 

 

Anyone who understands these prophecies will understand that we all need to become familiar with and to take 

the prophecies into consideration.  Throughout the history of the Church, serious people have always made great 

effort to understand the prophecies.  For this very reason, they were often ridiculed and faced combat from their 

fellow brethren.  It was through these confrontations and such trials that we came closer and closer to God’s 

Truth.   

There were also times when interpreters of the Bible became so convinced of their point of view that nothing 

could be done to help them accept through disappointments.  The only time that they stood corrected was when 

things did not turn out as they had predicted.   

That is exactly what God meant when He said that in the Last Days people would have to go through trials and 

tribulations before they could come to a proper understanding of the prophecies. 

 

So, according to the statement in the Spirit of Prophecy,  had God kept the Millerites from this trial, they would 

have been caught in the grasps of traditional errors and interpretations of Scripture.  Ellen G. White said, if 

viewed in this manner, the Millerites were not completely without responsibility in the whole story of the Great 

Disappointment! 

 

In the following statement it is clearly expressed that the Great Disappointment was very closely connected with 

their own mistakes and preconceived opinions. 

 

„As the disciples were mistaken in regard to the kingdom to be set up at the end of the seventy weeks, so 

Adventists were mistaken in regard to the event to take place at the expiration of the 2300 days. In both cases 

there was an acceptance of, or rather an adherence to, popular errors that blinded the mind to the truth. Both 

classes fulfilled the will of God in delivering the message which he desired to be given, and both, through their 

own misapprehension of their message, suffered disappointment.... 

The disappointment also, though the result of their own misapprehension of the message which they gave, was to 

be overruled for good. It would test the hearts of those who had professed to receive the warning... 

This test would reveal the strength of those who with real faith had obeyed what they believed to be the teaching 

ofthe Word and the Spirit of God. It would teach them, as only such an experience could, the danger of accepting 

the theories and interpretations of men, instead of making the Bible its own interpreter. To the children of faith 

the perplexity and sorrow resulting from their error, would work the needed correction. They would be led to a 
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closer study of the prophetic word. They would be taught to examine more carefully the foundation of their faith, 

and to reject everything, however widely accepted by the Christian world, that was not founded upon the 

Scriptures of truth. 

With these believers, as with the first disciples, that which in the hour of trial seemed dark to their 

understanding, would afterward be made plain. GC 353- 354 

 

Therefore God allowed this Disappointment to take place, since it was clearly the only possible way of giving 

them a better perspective of the prophecies which refer to the the end of time and the Second Coming.  

Unfortunately, after the trial and reformation  of 1844 there still remained a small flock of believers.  That has 

always been the case in the history of God’s people!  Could history repeat itself in these last days in the Church 

when God is trying to impart the last pieces of knowledge of His prophetic word?  How many will be prepared to 

surrender old opinions and handed down errors in the interpretation of the Word and of the prophecies? 

 

For additional information on this topic please read p. 224 in  „Eraly wiritings"  Erfahrung und 

Geschichte“ 

 

 

V. THE HISTORICAL PARALLELS TO THE GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT  

     OF 1844. 
 

Hadd something like this already taken place in the history of Christendom? 

 

A Comparison with Jesus and His Disciples. 

 
What happened in 1844 was not a unique event in the history of God’s people.  When Jesus came down on earth 

the Jews also had very preconceived ideas and traditional interpretations of Scripture and the disciples were very 

influenced by this.  Jesus, himself, tried to rid them from the traditional view held by the Jews of the expectations 

of the Messiah for 31/2 years.  But inspite of His attempts to help them to understand God’s plan, the disciples 

still expected an earthly Messiah right up until Jesus’ death!  (See Luke 18:31-34 and Luke 24:21)  In the end 

God could not spare them the disappointment.  They were neither prepared  nor able to hear His words and 

accept His correction because they did not fit into their embedded scheme.  This is exactly what happened to the 

Millerites!  (cf EG p235) 

 

May the following quotation from Ellen G.White remind us that God wanted to, and actually did, warn the 

Millerites.  He wanted to give them some indication of their errors so that they would realize them for 

themselves. 

 

I saw that these waiting ones were not yet tried as they must be. They were not free from errors. And I saw the 

mercy and goodness of God in sending a warning to the people of the earth, and repeated messages to lead them 

to a diligent searching of heart, and study of 

the Scriptures, that they might divest themselves of errors which have been handed down from the heathen and 

papists. Through these messages God has been bringing out His people where He can work for them in greater 

power, and where they can keep all His commandments.“ 

EW 249-250 

 

Taking this statement into account, we must ask ourselves which warning and which message is this 

referring to.  Which warnings and messages in the history of the Millerites, relating to this,  are since then 

known to us?  Personally, I am convinced that E.G.White was referring to the messages and visions by Foy 

and Foss. 

 

This particular warning which this statement speaks of can only be the one where an angel appeared to William 

Foy in his vision in Feb. 1840 and where a heavenly voice said that the sixth Trumpet had not yet done sounding! 

 

 

What have we done with this divine warning regarding the sixth Trumpet? 
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Has this warning from God reached us?  The fact of the matter is that our Pioneers still remained true to the same 

interpretation of the 6th Trumpet and we have this interpretation in almost all of our literature today.  Now, 150 

years later we discover that God had already said that this interpretation was incorrect!  This should have led the 

Millerites to a whole new interpretation of all seven of the Trumpets. 

 

For us as Adventists living after 1844, the question is how, inspite of this warning from a heavelny voice, could 

people like Uriah  Smith amongst others still have interpreted the 6th Trumpet as beginning from 1840 and how 

comes this interpretation is still used by the great majority today? 

 

It would also be interesting to know whether the Pioneers knew at all that God had warned them of an incorrect 

interpretation of the 6th Trumpet.  I have found a very notable piece of information regarding this point which 

leads to the conclusion that the second vision which Foy received about the 6th Trumpet could have been told 

incorrectly to the Adventists after 1844.   

 

There is a report which J.N.Loughborough wrote in 1893, the year of Foy’s death, in the General Conference 

Bulletin on page 59.  In this report Loughborough describes, amongst other things, what Foy saw in his vision in 

short sentences.  „In another vision Foy saw a mighty angel come down from heaven  a  voice cried: This angel 

has yet  three steps to take!“   

 

I cannot understand how Loughborough could have come to this understanding of what the angel should have 

said.  For according to Foy, the voice did not say that the angel had three steps yet to take.  He said that the 

sixth angel has not yet done sounding!!!! 

 

Clearly, the content of the vision where Foy saw three steps on which the Advent nation were marching to 

heaven has been confused with this vision.  That may also be the reason why we only seem to talk about the 

vision with the three steps and never about the vision which Foy related scriptively and published.  We can still 

read the visions today and we have known, since 1845, exactly what God showed and said to him and we do not 

have to rely on presumptions.  I wonder why no one has examined these written articles closely and thereupon 

discovered these errors and incorrect portrayals and then made us aware of them? 

 

We can conclude that it has been the work of Satan.  He was the one who changed this sentence in the divine 

warning regarding the 6th Trumpet so that it would be of no significance to the interpretation of the 6th Trumpet.  

Obviously, none of the Pioneers were interested in the written publication of Foy’s visions, or none of them 

studied them thoroughly enough.  Otherwise they would have realized the warning regarding the 6th Trumpet.  

They probably thought that it sufficed to be told of the visions orally and they did not ask the relater about the 

source of their information.   

 

I have discovered with consternation that  today, 150 years later,  the same situation prevails.  Other than what 

Loughborough and E.G.White said about the visions, we did not know anything more concrete although two of 

these visions were written down in black and white.  We are clearly less informed about these two visions than 

any of the others.  All the information which I could get hold of referred to Foy’s fourth vision although he did 

not record it.  The only reason why we know about this is because E.G.White had a similar vision and Foy as 

well as Foss noticed, independently from each other, that she had had the same vision.  Isn’t it high time that we 

consider this information which God gave us 150 years ago and which is recorded for us clearly in black and 

white and included it in our interpretation of the Trumpets? 

 

This whole story should help us to get rid of any anxiety which we may have had until now of trying to find a 

whole new approach to interpreting the Trumpets. 
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New ways of interpreting the 7 Trumpets. 
 

Since then there have been new perspectives of the 7 Trumpets and we should acknowledge them.  At the 

moment there is worldwide interest in the interpretation of the 7 Trumpets.  It is becoming more and more 

evident that we cannot remain true to the Pioneers’ explanations and expositions.  There is one particular study 

which has been done on this very topic at St. Andrews University.  Between 1991 and 1995 we also met in a 

study group in Austria so as to acquire some new insight into the Revelation.  One can only hope that this brings 

some fruitful results. 

 

I have personally been working on a new method of exposition over the last few years and today it is drawing 

interest from both home and abroad; it has also been the cause of great debate and resistance!  It is proving very 

difficult for us to give up and move away from positions and interpretations which were once applied. 

 

 

What will we do with the 7 Trumpets in the future? 

 

Will this comment that the sixth Trumpet had then not yet been sounded influence our interpretation and above 

all the chronological order of all of the 7 Trumpets?  Will we also be prepared to examine not only the 

interpretation of the Trumpets but also the principle used which led to this incorrect and disastrous exposition? 

There is a seminar of 22 cassettes temporarily available from me to those who are now interested in a different, 

more up-to-date exposition of the 7 Trumpets and who want to look into it more deeply. 

 

Could it be that if we had a new interpretation of the 7 Trumpets we would have to correct the 

other interpretations in Revelation? 

 

Would it not be logical to conclude that there must be other errors and inaccuracies in the interpretation of 

Revelation if the exposition of the Trumpets given by the Pioneers can no longer be adhered to?  The sixth 

Plague in which, as in the sixth Trumpet, the Euphrates (Rev 16:12) comes up, has already been corrected!  Isn’t 

it time that we also stopped interpreting the Euphrates in the sixth Trumpet (Rev 9:14) as the Ottoman Empire?  

The question is are we even prepared to seek fresh knowledge?  Are we also prepared to examine ancient 

explanations in the interpretations of the Scripture? 

 

What I would like to try to point out in this study is that the problem of the development of the Turks stood at the 

centre of the  Millerites’ exposition repeatedly.  At first it seemed as if the history of their exposition of the sixth 

Trumpet would prove them right!  But history disregarded their interpretation.  If the story with the Turks had 

already proved to be disastrous for the Millerites and had led them down the wrong road, then I believe that it is 

high time that we left this road  and finally break with a tradition which is already centuries old. There have 

already been some clear steps in this direction. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Bearing all this information in  mind, I cannot imagine that E.G.White wanted to confirm Litch’s interpretation 

with her statement in the Great Controversy.  Two clear quotations contradict this.  To conclude, I will quote two 

statements from E.G.White where it is evident that she did not view the historical chronology of the Trumpets as 

being in the past; she viewed them as being of the present and of the future. 

 

Tow important statements from E.G.White concerning the 7 Trumpets 
 

Here are two statements from E.G.White, where it is evident that she did not view the historical chronology of 

the Trumpets as being in the past; she viewed them as being of the present and of the future. One of it we can 

find in ABC to Rev. 16. The other one seemed to be very unknown. To my present information, it has not been 

published till 1986. (?) Up to now (1997) I have not found this second statement in any of our interpretations of 

the 7 Trumpets, although they obviously refer to the Trumpets in Revelation. It seems that DARCOM was not 

aware of these two statements, at least they are not discussed or considered as existent in their publications. Here 

is the first one of them! 
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„Solemn events before us are yet to transpire. Trumpet after Trumpet is to be sounded, vial after vial poured out 

one after another upon the inhabitants of the earth. Scenes of stupendous interest are right upon us.   7ABC  p 

982 

 

It is interesting that the ABC commentary took this statement relating to the 7 plagues in Rev. 16! So what reason 

would we have to bring this quotation as a certain support to our interpretation for the 7 plagues, but not for the 

seven trumpets.  Personally I think that it is indisputable that  E.G.White could have been referring to anything 

else, but the 7 Trumpets in Revelation in this statement. If she did not mean the Trumpets in Revelation, then we 

cannot connect the vials mentioned here with the seven Plagues either, as it is done in the ABC commentary to 

Rev.16!  

 

But it seems obviously that according to this statement, E.G.White believed that the Trumpets directly preceded 

the 7 Plagues. We do not need to put the trumpets within the time of the plagues, but the trumpets can just 

precede the plagues, and be of the same nature as the plagues. The only difference would be that during the time 

of the trumpets the damage is limited to 1/3! 

 

A further and even less known quotation also leads us in the direction of believing that Ellen G. White did not 

view the Trumpets as events belonging to the past; it was something that was more likely to happen in her future.  

In a report about a hailstorm that reminded her of future events and judgments she wrote: 

 

Thy right hand, O God, shall dash in pieces Thine enemies. Revelation 6 and 7 are full of meaning. Terrible are 

the judgments of God revealed. The seven angels stood before God to receive their commission. To them were 

given seven Trumpets. The Lord was going forth to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, and the 

earth was to disclose her blood and no more cover her slain. Give the description in chapter 6. 

When the Plagues of God shall come upon the earth hail, will fall upon the wicked about the weight of a 

talent....“ MS 1165” 

 

It is worthy of note that, in this description, the Seals, Trumpets and Plagues are not seen as being events of the 

past.  E.G.White connects all these events with God’s Judgment at the end of time.  I held this same point of view 

even before I read these quotations. I do not however believe that E.G.White wanted to connect the whole scene 

of the Seals in Revelation 6 with purely future events.  I believe that she meant that the described events in the 

various Seals would last up until Christ’s return with increasing intensity.  

 

I have asked myself why this quotation cannot be found in any commentory on the 7 Trumpets.  Is it because it 

does not fit into our traditional point of view?  Or did God, in His Divine Providence, withhold it from us?  Will 

we be courageous enough to orientate our interpretations around such statements in the future?  Or will our 

preconceived concepts and structure continue to prevent us from claiming this divine assistance? 

 

Personally, I am of the opinion that E.G.White confirms that which God wanted to tell the Millerites through 

William Foy’s vision, that is that the sixth Trumpet in 1844 had not yet been blown. 
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VI.  THE NECCESSITY OF A CHANGED VIEWPOINT IN OUR 

INTERPRETATION OF PROPHECY. 
 

 Statements from the Spirit of Prophecy referring to the necessity of  “new light“ in our 

interpretation of the Scriptures. 
 

To conclude this study, I would like to draw your attention to a few statements made by E.G.White in which she 

clearly makes us aware of the necessity and possibility of a changed  perspective and interpretation of 

Revelation.  She even goes as far as saying that even her own knowledge which has been recorded is not 

absolutely infallible.  This can be seen in the following quotation in which she includes herself! 

 

„We have many lessons to learn, and many, many to unlearn. God and heaven alone are infallible. Those who 

think that they will never have to give up a cherished view, never have occasion to change an opinion, will be 

disappointed. As long as we hold to our own ideas and opinions with determined persistency, we cannot have the 

unity for which Christ prayed. In regard to infallibility, I never claimed it; God alone is infallible. His word is 

true, and in Him is no variableness, or shadow of turning.--Letter 10, 1895.“  1SM -p. 37 

 

I am also very much aware that this could lead to problems; this may lead to some critics questioning everything 

she wrote whenever  it does not correspond with their ideas.  I believe that E.G.White simply wanted to say that 

all her explanations and expositions should be tested and proved by Scripture and that mistakes and inaccuracies 

will still arise even if these do not arise in the essential fundaments of our beliefs. 

 

In the following quotations E.G.White suggests that, inspite of inspired exposition of Scripture, there still needs 

to be some change in the interpretation of Revelation. 

 

There is no excuse for any one in taking the position that there is no more truth to be revealed, and that all our 

expositions of Scripture are without an error. The fact that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many 

years by our people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible. Age will not make error into truth, and truth can 

afford to be fair. No true doctrine will lose anything by close investigation. We are living in perilous times, and it 

does not become us to accept everything claimed to be truth without examining it thoroughly; neither can we 

afford to reject anything that bears the fruits of the Spirit of God; but we should be teachable, meek and lowly of 

heart.  

There are those who oppose everything that is not in accordance with their own ideas, and by so doing they 

endanger their eternal interest as verily as did the Jewish nation in their rejection of Christ.  

The Lord designs that our opinions shall be put to the test, that we may see the necessity of closely examining the 

living oracles to see whether or not we are in the faith. Many who claim to believe the truth have settled down at 

their ease, saying, "I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing." But Jesus says to these self-

complacent ones, Thou "knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." Let 

us individually inquire, Do these words describe my case? If so, the True Witness counsels us, saying, "Buy of me 

gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, that the shame of 

thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest see." Advent Review and 

Sabbath Herald -DT- 12-20-92 

 

 
"...und indem wir jedes Jotta (jot) und jeden Buchstaben (title), die wir als etablierte Wahrheit ansehen, näher untersuchen, 

indem wir die Schrift mit der Schrift vergleichen, würden wir in unserer Interpretation der Schrift Irrtümer entdecken. 

Christus will, daß der Erforscher seines Wortes, seinen Spaten tiefer in das Bergwerk der Wahrheit eindringen läßt. (RH, 12. 

July 1898, S. 438 - zitiert in PF IV, 1149) 

 

Take note how E.G.White included herself in this process! Pay special attention to the time this statement was 

made (1898)! 
 

 

"Fortschreitendes Licht wird über alle großen prophetischen Wahrheiten scheinen, und sie werden in Frische und Helligkeit 

gesehen werden, weil die hellen Strahlen der Sonne der Gerechtigkeit das ganze erleuchten wird." (PF IV, 1150) 
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According to this statement we can still expect and receive new light even after 1911.  How much additional light 

have we really received in regards to this point?  Could there be more?  Would we be receptive enough to receive 

it or are our anxieties preventing us from receiving more light from God?  Shouldn’t we even be fervently 

praying for more light  especially as we have been told that God wants to give us more?   

 

Aren’t we standing in great spiritual danger of holding on to old opinions and traditional expositions and 

standpoints? 

 

„No man should think that human opinions are to be immortalized. Any man taking the stand that he will never 

change his views places himself on dangerous ground. Those who hold the position that their views are 

unchangeable can not be helped; for they place themselves where they are not willing to receive counsel and 

admonition from their brethren“  (Letter 12,1911). 3ABC 1161 

 

Consider the fact that it was often those in the history of God’s people who had been proclaiming the „Truth“ for 

a long time who were against new light and who thought that they had to defend the „Truth“ with all their might 

from young and „inexperienced“ proclaimers.  However, God chose mostly young and sometimes uneducated 

people to proclaim new light.  These were likely to be freer of prejudices and their minds were open for 

progressive light.  This was the case with the prophets in the Old Testament, and with the Disciples in the New 

Testament and generally in the complete history of Christendom and the Reformations right up until the time of 

our Pioneers. 

 

In every reformation Movement there  was not just the conflict between traditional concepts and the truth, there 

was also great conflict between the old believers who believed they had to defend that which they had been 

preaching for years and the young whom God had given new and further light.  Will this also happen in the last 

Day Church?  

 

If we want to learn something from history, we should take God’s people into consideration.  The young need to 

be extremely careful not to confuse false light with new light and the older ones should not confuse old light with 

absolutely irrefutable truth. 

We still want to read some promises concerning progressing knowledge in connection with prophetic studies 

 
"Jene, die ihre Kräfte dem Studium des Wortes Gottes und besonders dem Studium der Prophezeiungen, die auf diese letzten 

Tage hinweisen, weihen, werden durch die Entdeckung von wichtigen Wahrheiten belohnt werden. (Manuscript 1899; S. 75) 

 

"Wenn der Geist offen bleibt und ständig im Feld der Offenbarung forscht, werden wir reiche Schätze (deposits) der 

Wahrheit finden. Alte Wahrheiten werden in neuen Aspekten offenbart und Wahrheiten werden erscheinen, die beim 

bisherigen Forschen übersehen wurden. (Manuscript 1897, S. 75 - zitiert in PF IV, 1148) 

 

All these statements force me to ask whether it is not high time that we started to keep a look out for such new 

knowledge in studying the Revelation and whether we should be prepared to examine and research old, 

traditional interpretations?   

 

We must also ask ourselves whether it was really E.G.White’s desire and intention to have the last word in all the 

questions of exposition. It seems clear to me that God wanted to give us even more light than that which we 

received from E.G.White. 

 

This is reinforced by the following statement which has already been mentioned: 

 

„“In regard to infallibility, I have never claimed it; God alone is infallible.  His word is true and in him is no 

variableness, or shadow of turning“ (LETTER 10, 1895  ISM p37) 

 

We have to understand E.G.White with a new kind of comprehension and reconsider our understanding of 

inspiration.  Finally, I would seriously like to request that nobody who should read this study be of the 

understanding that I am doubting E.G.White.  I do not want to do that at all.  Those who have read all my other 

studies, will know how much I value her in helping me in my understanding of the Bible! 
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Neither would I like anyone to be of the opinion that all I want to do is critcize the Miller Movement and 

possibly undermine the historical fundament and heritage of our prophetical exposition.  On the contrary!  Every 

upright reader will realize that I would like to keep everything worth holding on to and get rid of that which is 

not.  E.G.White challenges us to do that very same thing. 
 

I did not have an easy task being a simple Pastor and doing such a study besides my pastoral work for my 

churches and yet wanting to draw attention to these points.  I had many sleepless nights about this studies, but I 

do not want to miss any more the time of all this discouveries.  The love for Truth has to be worth every 

sacrifice. 

Now I do not expect that everything which I have written should be accepted as absolutely correct and infallible.  

All that I desire is that we use this as a basis to study together intensively and to get closer to the prophetic truth 

of the Trumpets and the Seals and other parts of prophecy which are unclear.   

 

Conclusion: 
 

The Jews were disappointed that Jesus was their Messiah and in the end they crucified Him because they 

interpreted prophecy incorrectly.  It was lack of knowledge or rather unclarity of the prophecies of His Coming 

which led to the tragedy of the condemnation of Jesus although the Jews held on to all other religious formalities. 

(EG 144+145) 

 

At Jesus’ death the disciples suffered a bitter disappointment. He let Himself be crucified without freeing Israel 

from the Romans.  (EG 229+230)  It was also unclarity of prophecy which made Judas become a betrayer, Peter a 

denier and which caused all the others to run away.  We can see how important it is to have an accurate 

understanding of prophecy. 

 

As proven the Great Disappointment had a great deal to do with the unclarity and confusion of prophecy.  Even 

with the knowledge that God was testing His people through this Disappointment we should not forget that it was 

also their erred viewpoints about Daniel and the Revelation which led to thousands of people rejecting the Bible, 

Jesus and their beliefs.  And it was not just the mistake about the Sanctuary. 

 

When we consider these points, we see that it is of vital importance that we have an accurate understanding and 

exposition of prophetic symbols.  We cannot be content with just a superficial interpretation; we need to thirst 

after and seek knowledge until we agree in all points.  This is where God, through His Holy Spirit wants to lead 

us.  (Eph. 4) 

 

Ellen G. White says: „Then the shepherds will be perfectly united and the union of the shepherds will be felt by 

the Church“  EW 62 

 

Brother Cotrell writes something similiar in the introduction to the second part of the book  „Early Writings“: „Is 

the purpose of god to restore the unity of the Church In the last days, is abundantly evident from the prophecies. 

We are assured that the watchmen shall see eye to eye, when the lord shall bring again zion. Also, that in the 

time of the end the wise shall understand. When this is fulfilled there will be unity of faith with all whom god 

accounts wise; for those that do in reality understand aright, must necessarily understand alike. What is to effect 

this unity but the gifts that were given for this very purpose?  EW 140 

 

The fact that we are still so divided in some sections of the interpretation of Revelation is proof that there are still 

mistakes in our exposition.  We can now see in retrospect that with the Jews as well as in the case of the disciples 

and in the end the Millerites too, a lack of knowledge and an inaccurate interpretation led to the exposing of 

popular opinions and traditions.  This historical fact should make us realize that we are alos in danger of simply 

adopting traditional interpretations.   

 

Finally, I would like to point out that we, as Adventists, cannot expect the work to be finished before we 

experience a revival and reformation in amongst ourselves.  the Spirit of Prophecy explains this to us: 

„A revival and a reformation must take place, under the ministration of the Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation 

are two different things.  

Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from 

spiritual death.  
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Reformation signifies a reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices. Reformation will 

not bring forth the good fruit of righteousness unless it is connected with the revival of the Spirit. Revival and 

reformation are to do their appointed work, and in doing this work they must blend.“--RH Feb. 25, 1902. 

 

 

If we should take these words seriously, then we have to ask ourselves whether there has been a real revival and 

reformation since 1905?  I believe that this is still lacking.  If we want to experience this revival and reformation, 

we need to be very open and prepared to change age-old concepts and theories. 

 

Could it be that, owing to all the facts which I have brought to our attention in this study, that we really have 

need of a transformation in regards to our ideas and theories about the interpretation of certain sections of 

Revelation?  Shouldn’t we ask God to show us and to help us differentiate between that which we have merely 

adopted from man and that which was given by His Spirit?  May this study lead to more research and may it 

bring us a step forward in our interpretation of Daniel and the Revelation. 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


